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Creatures Program

Dot Svetts: Much More Than
a Recreation Supervisor
Dorothy “Dot” Johnstone was born in Sebastopol in 1922 and
from age two grew up in San Francisco, where as a child she
watched the construction of the Bay Bridge. Her father, Joseph
Johnstone, played for a pro basketball team sponsored by the San
Francisco Olympic Club, and he encouraged her in her love for
sports. “I was called a tomboy. And I was a tomboy,” Dot recalled.
“My mother would say I should be playing with dolls, but I preferred rollerskating with boys and playing basketball and tennis
with them.”
She graduated from George Washington High and attended
San Francisco State. During World War II, she worked for a ship
repair company in the daytime and at night served as a WAVE in
the Coast Guard Reserve patrolling the San Francisco docks. She
met her husband, Andrew Svets, while working at the San Francisco shipyard; they married in 1945. She started working as a
playground recreation leader in San Leandro about 1950 and
came to Livermore in 1960 as a recreation supervisor for LARPD.
She and Andrew moved here in 1961. Dorothy described her husband as a “rock” who supported her as she ran a recreation department and played tournament tennis while raising a family.
During her 20 years with LARPD, she established the Tiny
Tots program, supervised the Children’s Theater Workshop, created summer camps that taught horsemanship, sailing, and crafts,
and helped organize after-school activities. She enlarged the Teen
Canteen, a drop-in program on Friday and Saturday nights. Jacquie
Williams-Cartwright of Alden Lane Nursery remembered her well:
“I first met Dot as a teenager when she headed up the youth programs at the recreation center. I best remember Teen Canteen. It
was a wonderful program that provided kids with a safe place to
spend time together and have fun. Dot was simply an amazing,
wonderful person who enriched our community. Her recipe for
success: a passion for people of all ages and their need and wellbeing, hard work, and determination.”
Seniors also became a special interest, and Dot established a
club and two programs especially for them, Meals-on-Wheels
and Dial-a-Ride. She became involved with the Livermore Cultural Arts Council. For many years she was a volunteer with the
Valley Memorial Hospital auxiliary, helping to supervise the
Candy Striper program.
In 1981 she changed jobs and became the recreation and leisure services manager and later the community relations officer
at LLNL. During her time at the Lab, new playing fields were
built, a Lab store opened, and new activities and exercise programs established for employees. She also was a leader in the
founding of the Lab’s day care program. She helped to organize
the Valley Study Group, a lively forum for discussions, lectures
and activities that formed a bridge between the Lab and the community.
Dot began playing tennis at age seven and played all her life.
She helped to establish the San Leandro and Livermore tennis
clubs. In 1993 she and her partner had a national ranking of 12 in
women’s doubles in the over-70 age group. After her retirement
from LLNL in 1997, for two years she helped to keep the Granada
High School boys’ tennis program alive. She cajoled friends into
being interim coaches, coached herself, provided refreshments,
and drove the players to matches. “The players must have laughed
when they saw that old woman there,” said Sandy MacCracken,
one of her daughters, “but when they saw her forehand, they realized she meant business.” Cyndee Carvalho, a mother of one of
those high school players, said, “Everyone on that team appreciated the work and love Dot ‘served’ up.”
In 2000 she moved to Brentwood, where she often played golf
on the course near her new home. In an interview for the Valley
Times, Gib Marguth, who worked with her in the Valley Study
Group, said that her departure from Livermore had “left a vacuum
that may never really be filled.” Marguth thought that Dot possessed a combination of confidence and caring that made her
able to interact effectively with many people, from the cooks for
senior meals to national security leaders.
Her husband, Andrew, died in 1991; when Dot died of a stroke
at age 80 in 2002, she was survived by their three daughters and
many grandchildren and great-grandchildren. The Independent’s
editorial celebrated her contribution to the community: “Dot Svets
was active in so many projects and organizations in the community that it would take pages to list them all. However, if there
were a local hall of fame, she would be in it because of her leadership with the Livermore Area Recreation and Park District. During her 20 years as a recreation supervisor and administrator, she
established programs for all age groups, from tiny tots to seniors.
She built LARPD into a living force in the community.” LARPD
named the new city tennis headquarters at 991 Loyola Way for
her: Dorothy Svets Tennis Center.
(Readers can reach me at am50homan@yahoo.com.)

Meet Puzzle Designer at
CooleyKatz Toys
Cooleykatz Toys in Livermore will be holding a “Book
(or game) Signing” event on
Sept. 29 featuring Harry Nelson.
Nelson is along-time Livermore resident and designer of
many well-known games and
puzzles.
Nelson will be signing copies of his new puzzle and game
book and kit, called Pohaku, as
well as other games and puzzles
of his this Saturday, Sept. 29,
from 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at
Cooleykatz Toys, at 1959 Second Street in downtown Livermore.
Some of his other games include Rush Hour, Treasure Quest,
Pete’s Pike, and Subtrax, for a
total of about 20 games and

puzzles.
In addition to
autographing the Pohaku book
and game, and others, Harry will
be exhibiting some of his puzzle
collection, with hands-on
puzzles for all ages.
Harry and his wife Claire are
long-time Livermore residents.
Mathematics is recreation for
Harry. He worked at Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory
for 30 years. In 1978, with David
Slowinski, he discovered the then
largest known prime number. In
1980, he was associated with the
Cray Blitz computer chess programming endeavor with Robert
Hyatt. This effort culminated in
Cray Blitz winning the Computer
Chess World Championship in
1983, and for the next 5 years.

Creatures with a Bad Rap is the topic
of a nature program offered by the
Livermore Area Recreation and Park
District ranger staff on Sun., Sept. 30.
Meet Ranger Dawn Soles at 2 p.m. at
Veterans Park.
There are many animals that share
the world with us. Some of them are
loved by all. Others, well, they are
definitely not so well-liked and take a
bit of a beating based on rumor, misinformation and superstition. Learn a
little about some creatures with a bad
rap. Bats, snakes, and spiders are just a
few. Participants will discover what is
fact, what is fiction and what is nifty
about these animals. There will be live
specimens.
There is a $3 per vehicle parking
fee. A $2 donation is requested to help
support the programs. Participants may
call (925) 960-2400 for more information.

Harvest Wine Tasting
Fenestra Winery will host a “Harvest Wine Tasting,” on Saturday and
Sunday, September 29 and 30, from
noon to 5 p.m. each day.
This event will be held at Fenestra
Winery, 83 Vallecitos Road, Livermore. There is no charge.
Winemaker and owner Lanny
Replogle will introduce Fenestra’s new
releases: 2006 Chardonnay (grapes
from Bud Greist’s vineyard), 2006
Semonnay (61% Chardonnay/39%
Semillon), 2006 Viognier, 2006 Dry
Rosa©, 2002 Cabernet Sauvignon LV
and 2004 Estate Syrah. “The Syrah has
already won two Gold Medals and the
Semonnay won ‘Best of Class’ at the
California State Fair. The Chardonnay,
Viognier, and Livermore Valley
Cabernet Sauvignon are all medals
winners,” said Lanny.
Owner Fran Replogle invites visitors to enjoy the charm of the renovated
turn of the century winery building
(now 118 years old), and the lovely
green lawns, with lots of tables for
picnicking.
All Fenestra wines currently released (and the new releases) will be
available for tasting.
Fenestra Winery is located near
Highway 84, 6 miles east of 680. The
winery is open for tasting and sales
every Saturday and Sunday from noon
to 5:00 PM. For information, phone
925-447-5246,
or
go
to
www.fenestrawinery.com.

Ghost Walks/Talk
The Museum On Main Street, 603
Main Street, Pleasanton, is now selling
tickets for its famous “Ghost Walk”
featuring the legends of the haunted
buildings in downtown Pleasanton.
The walks are scheduled to leave
every half hour between 5:00 p.m. and
8:30 p.m. on Friday, October 12 and
Saturday, October 13. Each walking
tour will take approximately one and a
half hours and is fun for the entire
family, scout troops, social groups and
more. Reservations are necessary.
All walks begin at the museum,
located near the Pleasanton Arch, and
will extend as far as the Pleasanton
Hotel to the north and the Gay 90’s
Pizza Parlor to the south.
Tickets are $12 per person for
adults and $6 per person for children 512. Museum members receive a discount of $2 per adult ticket and $1 per
child’s ticket. If you bring infants or
very small children, it may be easier to
carry them in packs rather than in
strollers as the stores on the tour will get
very crowded.
This event sells out quickly, so call
for reservations today at (925) 4622766.
The Ghost Walk Talk is a new
alternative this year and will be held at
2 p.m. on Sunday, October 14 at the
museum for those who don’t want to
walk. Ghost Walk visitors will learn all
of the stories of the haunted places
while in the comfort of the museum’s
fireplace room. Tickets for the Ghost
Walk Talk are $10 for adults and $5 for
children 5-12 and can be purchased at
the museum or by calling (915) 4622766. Reservations are requested. The
museum will be decorated for Halloween.

Heart Screenings
“Check Up on Your Heart Health”
and receive free heart screenings at San
Ramon Regional Medical Center on
Saturday, October 6 from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m. Staff will be available to discuss
screening results.
Screenings will be held in the South
Conference Room in the hospital’s
South Building, located at 7777 Norris
Canyon Road, San Ramon.
Adults are invited to the following
preventive screenings: (total) cholesterol, blood pressure, body mass index
and computerized body fat analysis.
Fasting is recommended, but not required. Screenings will be provided on
a first come, first served basis.
Community members meet the staff
and learn about the services at San
Ramon Regional Medical Center.
Reservations are not required. For
directions and more information, call
800.284.2878.

Fall Book Sale
The Friends of the Pleasanton Library host the Fall Book Sale on Fri.,
Sept. 28; Sat., Sept. 29; and Sun., Sept.
30 at the library in the large meeting
room.
The Friday night sale will run from
7 to 9 p.m. and is open to members only
(memberships will be available at the
door). The sale is open to everyone on

Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
Sunday noon to 3 p.m.
More than 40,000 donated books
of all types from best sellers to biographies to children's picture books will be
for sale. Paperbacks will cost 50 cents
and hardbacks and trade backs a dollar.
The books are in good to perfect condition. There will also be videos and
other media for sale.
All revenues from the book sale will
go toward purchasing new library
materials, programs, or equipment.
The Friends are seeking adult volunteers to help set-up the sale and work
during sale hours. For book sale or
volunteer information, please call
Nancy Bering at 462-4368.

Ask the Doctor
Headaches and migraines are the
topics for Ask the Doctor TV30’ live
call-in show on Wed., Oct. 3.
Neil Okamura, D.O., internal medicine specialist, and Kulveen Sachdeva,
M.D., neurologist will answer questions about Headaches and Migraines.
The show will air live on Channel 30,
Wednesday, October 3, from 7 p.m. to
8 p.m. Viewers can phone-in their
medical questions for the doctors by
calling TV30 at 462-3030.
The episode will rerun the remaining Wednesdays in October at 7 p.m.
Ask the Doctor is sponsored by San
Ramon Regional Medical Center. TV30
produces and broadcasts the educational program on Comcast Channel 30
in Dublin, Livermore, Pleasanton, and
San Ramon. Bela Kenessey, M.D., family medicine specialist, will serve as the
medical commentator. For the Ask the
Doctor program schedule and more
information,
visit
www.sanramonmedctr.com.

Asthma Walk
Two Livermore families impacted
by asthma will be among the 1,000
walkers taking part in the American
Lung Association of California’s Blow
the Whistle on Asthma walks in Oakland, San Francisco and Santa Rosa. on
Saturday, Sept. 29.
Melissa and Andrew Graycar discovered the American Lung Association Asthma Walk while looking for
information about asthma on the
website. They jumped at the chance to
sign up. Their one and half year old
son, Nolan, was six months old when he
was diagnosed with asthma. “When
you have a baby with asthma, it’s all
consuming,” said Melissa. “You never
know when they are going to have a
full-fledged asthma episode. It can be
so scary. I want to help raise money and
educate people in our community about
asthma.”
Joe McClendon, operations manager for Calpine, also of Livermore,
will be walking with his son Nick, 7,
who has had asthma since he was 2. Joe
hopes to raise $35,000 in donations
and host a team of 50 walkers. Over the
last three years, Joe and the Calpine
team have raised a total of $70,000.
“The American Lung Association is
doing so much for people with asthma,”
said Joe. “They are fighting for clean
air and are a champion for those with
lung disease. We’re looking forward to
this year’s event.”
The American Lung Association of
California’s 2007 Asthma Walk is one
of 155 American Lung Association
Asthma Walks involving 40,000 walkers nationwide, raising $8 million to
support asthma research and educational programs.
The walks will be held on Saturday,
September 29th at Middle Harbor
Shoreline Park in Oakland, the Conservatory of Flowers in Golden Gate Park
in San Francisco, and at Spring Lake
Park in Santa Rosa. The walks are
between two and three miles and include post-walk activities to be enjoyed
by all ages.
To join the walk or donate to the
Graycars or McClendons walk teams,
log on to www.asthmawalk.org or call
1-800-LUNG-USA.

Guild’s Annual Dinner
Livermore Heritage Guild’s annual
dinner will be held on Saturday, Sept.
29, 5:30pm to 7:30 p.m.
The event will be held at the Historic
“Lincoln Highway”- Duarte Garage on
the corner of Portola and L St. in
Livermore. Dinner will be caterd by
“The Riata” (BBQ Tri-tip & Chicken w/
fixing’s - $20.00). The program will be
a history Talk with Dick Finn entitled,
“Civil War Veterans of the Livermore
Valley.” The Valley Banjo Band will
provide entertainment.
Call (925) 449-9927 for reservations or stop by the Carnegie Building
on 3rd St. in Livermore. Seating is
limited.

Church Open House
Living Bridge Fellowship (LBF), is
definitely not your grandparent’s
church, or the church you may have
grown up in. As with many churches
that have sprung up in the last 10 years,
LBF fills their Sunday service with
contemporary music and current topics. However, what sets them apart is the
people you will see each Sunday: consisting predominantly of English speaking Asians in their 30’s, many American born who no longer want traditional, single-ethnicity worship.
In November of 2006, Pastor Rick
Park joined the LBF community to
become its first pastor. There will be an
open house launch service on Sept. 30
at 3 p.m. at 6444 Sierra Court in Dublin,
across the way from the Dublin Library
and Civic Center.

Scrap Pink Weekend

Author at Library

B-Simple Scrapbooking will serve
as a local host for Scrap Pink™ weekend,
a nationwide event September 28, 29,
and 30. It was established by Better
Homes & Gardens® Scrapbooks etc.®
to benefit Susan G. Komen for the
Cure®.
Across the nation, retailers will invite consumers to participate in an instore crop, where Scrapbookers will
create layouts and projects celebrating
the special women in their lives. Layouts created can be entered into a
national contest judged by a panel of
Scrapbookers, with an opportunity to
win a variety of prizes.
Consumers will pay to attend the
crop, and $10 of this fee will be donated
to support Komen’s mission to find a
cure for breast cancer through research,
education, screening, and treatment.
For information, call 925-2155424.
The Susan G. Komen for the Cure®
mission is to eradicate breast cancer as
a life-threatening disease. Since inception, together with its affiliate network,
corporate partners, and generous donors, the Komen Foundation has invested $630 million for the fight against
breast cancer. For questions about breast
health or breast cancer, visit the Komen
Foundation’s
website
at
www.komen.org or call the Komen
Foundation’s National Toll-Free Breast
Care Helpline at 1-800 I’M AWARE®
(1-800-462-9273).

Author and speaker Mathilde Apelt
Schmidt will present a program at the
Pleasanton Public Library on Sunday,
Sept. 30, at 2 p.m.
Schmidt will discuss her book “My
Life on Two Continents,” the story of
her life. Raised in Germany during the
Hitler years Schmidt will describe what
it was like to grow up in Nazi Germany.
She was often confronted with obstacles, deprivation, suppression, and
life-threatening situations. Only her
positive attitude, her persistence, and
her belief in her own personal “Guardian Angel” pulled her through. Her
parents took her out of high school to
work and be independent, but she ran
into many difficulties. She became a
prisoner of war during the last months
of the war.
Books will be available for purchase at the program.
For more information, please call
Janice Bauman 931-3400 ext 37. There
is no admission charge. The event is
open to the public. No registration is
required. The library is located at 400
Old Bernal Ave.

Textile Talk
Claudia Hess, owner of Worthington
Gallery West at 739 J Main Street in
Pleasanton, will present a free talk at the
gallery on the textiles of East Asia on
Saturday, September 29 from 3 to 4
pm.
The gallery, which features handmade items that safeguard local and
global culture and the environment,
welcomes fall with artisan accessories
for the home, including many from
Asia such as a recycled chopstick lamp,
a Pakistani quilt made from vintage
sarees, pillows from India and Afghanistan, a hand-painted and collaged
box, and a gourd decorated with fallen
pheasant feathers.
For more information, call 925485-1183,
e-mail
wgallerywest@sbcglobal.net, or go to
www.worthingtongallerywest.com.
The store is open Tuesdays to Saturdays from 11 am to 6 pm, except
Fridays from noon to 8 pm and other
times by appointment.

