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Autograph Books
When I phoned Terry Berry, director of the Amador-Livermore

Valley Historical Society’s museum in Pleasanton on Main Street,
to ask if their collection included autograph books, she responded,
“Oh, you mean those little books people used for remembrances in
the 1800s?”  I laughed.  “Well, I’m not quite that old.”  Yes, my box
of special memories holds my own battered blue book, about 6 by 4
½ inches, with the title “Autographs” in gold.  The first entries are
from June 1947 when I was attending my last days of elementary
school at Public School 50 in Baltimore, Maryland.

Sometimes these little books were called friendship albums, and
that seems to have been the theme for several of my classmates:
“There are big ships/There are little ships/But there is no ship/Like
friendship.”  Around the edge of one page a friend wrote: “When
you are old and trimming the hedge, remember the girl who wrote
on the edge.”  Another advised, “When you are old and out of shape,
go downtown and buy yourself a girdle for $1.98.”  My sixth-grade
teacher wrote, “My most affectionate regards to my favorite poet-
ess,” in beautiful handwriting.  Even my father got into the act: “For
me it will always be a little girl with pigtails and quick, busy feet.”

Autograph books started in the mid-sixteenth century.  Their
popularity died out with the publication of yearbooks; nowadays
students write good wishes on their yearbook pages.  In autograph
books people wrote short poems or aphorisms, Biblical or literary
quotations, perhaps a prophesy; some just signed their names.  Oth-
ers made drawings, occasionally elaborate ones.

Dr. Grace Devnich owns Livermore native Susie Kelly’s green
velvet autograph book with its ivory-colored celluloid cover in-
cised with flowers and a cherub.  Susie attended the Livermore Gram-
mar School until her graduation from the eighth grade. Alma Thorn
wrote on January 31, 1899, “May the devil bite the toes of all your
foes, /So we may tell them by their limping.”  In April Susie’s teacher
Grace McKeany hoped “May you grow to be a good and useful
woman.”  Archer Bowles contributed the traditional “Roses are red,
/Violets are blue, /Sugar is sweet, /And so are you;” Paul Kamp was
more creative:  “Roses are red, /Violets are green, /You look better/
Than a washing machine.”

The Museum on Main in Pleasanton has several autograph books
in its collection. Cora Rasmussen wrote in Hazel Snarey’s book in
1906, “You ask for something original, /But where shall I begin?/
For there’s nothing original in me/Except original sin.”  The front of
Hazel’s book had a winter landscape.  In 1907 when they were in the
eighth grade, Emma Reimers advised Hazel: “Some temptations
come to the industrious, but all temptations attack the idle.”  “Put
not your trust in money, but put your money in trust,” was Chris
Runkel’s more practical advice.

Louisa Bernal had a maroon velvet “Floral Album”; some of its
pages were decorated with flowers or nature scenes.  In 1891 Gre-
gory Vitaich took advantage of a page with a robin’s nest to write,
“Think of me little, /Think of me long/And listen to the words/Of
the robin’s sweet song.”  Several classmates expressed their wishes
to Louisa in Spanish.  A.H. Amador wrote, “Este papel es el alma/La
tinta el primer renglón/La pluma deseo el verte/La firma es mi
Corazón.”

Camille Lucas’s autograph book, with green velvet back and
celluloid front imprinted with sprays of flowers against a woven
basket design, is also in the Pleasanton collection.  Camille attended
Pleasanton School in 1899 and 1900.  Along with their written en-
tries during these years, many students pasted in miniature self-
portrait photographs; this custom seems to have evolved into today’s
practice of including small portraits in yearbooks. Others added
colorful stickers.

Peter Breuss wrote, “May ne’er across your pathway drift/A cloud
too dark for love to lift,” and Lena Thonesen reminded Camille that
“A kind word never dies.”  Camille’s mother contributed, “Know
this, too, before you are older, /And all the fresh morning is gone, /
Who puts to the world’s wheel a shoulder/Is he that will move the
world on.”

Some of us still have these little books at home; others might be
found in collections of local historical societies, such as the Liver-
more Heritage Guild at the Carnegie Library, the Dublin Heritage
Center at Murray School, the Amador-Livermore Historical Society
in Pleasanton, the San Ramon Historical Society in the Danville
train depot.  Don’t overlook these resources for history in our own
Tri-Valley.

Or you could visit the Seeley G. Mudd Manuscript Library at
Princeton University and peruse their collection of 196 student au-
tograph books written between 1825 and 1884.  The men wrote
good wishes to each other, selections of poetry, letters of farewell,
and reminiscences of shared undergraduate events—pranks, card
games, chess matches, classes.  Such a large collection affords an
interesting portrait of mid-19th century college life.

(Readers can reach me via e-mail at am3homan@yahoo.com.)
Anne Homan is on vacation. The above was a repeat of a column

that ran earlier.

City of Pleasanton Civic Arts Youth will host its annual Haunted
House, Monster Mayhem, on Thursday, October 25, and Friday, Oc-
tober 26 from 5:30-8:00 p.m.  The event will take place at the Amador
Recreation Center, 4455 Black Avenue, adjacent to the Dolores
Bengtson Aquatic Center.

Tours of the Haunted House will begin on the half hour begin-
ning at 5:30 pm.  Suggested times for children under the age of nine
(9) are 5:30, 6:00 and 6:30 p.m.

Tickets to the Haunted House are $5 per person in advance and
$10 at the door.  Admission for children under the age of three (3) is
free.  Tickets are available on a first-come, first-served basis.  Pre-sale
ticket holders will be admitted during their assigned time slots.

Advance tickets may be purchased at Pleasanton’s Department of
Parks and Community Services, 200 Old Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton,
between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., weekdays.

Civic Arts’ Annual Haunted House is presented by Halloween-
loving teens and adults enrolled in Parks and Community Services’
Haunted House performance class.  The classes meet weekly for six
weeks during which time participants research classic films and sto-
ries in preparation for shaping their own monster characters.

For more information, call the Parks and Community Services
Department at (925) 931-5340.

The semi-annual Pleasanton
Downtown Association Antique
Street Faire is back and will be
held on Sunday, October 14 from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Main Street.
Admission is free.

The event is sponsored by the
Pleasanton Downtown Associa-
tion and produced by Frate and
Associates.

Over a mile of antiques and
collectibles will be displayed by
up to 400 professional dealers
from all over the West. This is the
16th year for this event, which is
one of the largest antique faires
in the eleven Western states.

 Street parking is available.
For more information, contact

Frate and Associates at (760)
724-9400 or the Pleasanton

The Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory’s annual com-
munity leader day was moved off
site this year. It was held at the
new Bankhead Theater in down-
town Livermore.

The event offered an oppor-
tunity for members of the public
to hear from the director of the
Lab, George Miller.

The Lab was under new man-
agement as of Oct. 1. Lawrence
Livermore National Security,
LLC (LLNS) is the new team,
which includes Bechtel Na-
tional, University of California,
BWX Technologies (BWXT),
Washington Group International,
Battelle, and Texas A&M Uni-
versity.

LLNS was formed solely for
the purpose of managing the
Lab. The mission of the Lab will
remain the same, said Miller. Sci-
entists will bring science, often
beyond the leading edge, to the
mission that includes national
security, global security, home-
land security, energy and the en-
vironment.

As a private company, there
are different labor laws. The Lab

will be paying property taxes. A
board of governors will run the
Lab. For the first time, it will be
possible to make corporate gifts,
continued Miller. Among the first
was a $10,000 check given to the
Livermore Valley Performing
Arts Theater.

The Lab has 7800 employees
with a $769 million payroll. The
majority of the employees live
and work in this community,”
noted Miller. The budget for
FY07 is $1.7 billion.

Miller was proud of the R&D
100 awards granted to the Lab in
2007. The “Oscars of R&D” were
awarded for projects that run the
gamut from things that protect
us and the country to break-
throughs in cancer treatment,
Miller declared. “The breadth of
the research is breathtaking.”

The Lab will have the lead in
evaluating the reliable replace-
ment warhead (RRW), he contin-
ued.

In addition, there are world
class supercomputers that will al-
low researchers to understand
atom by atom how things work.
Once that is achieved, it will be

possible to create designer mate-
rials. “The other extreme is the
world’s largest laser, NIF (Na-
tional Ignition Facility),” said
Miller. Experiments will begin
again this fiscal year. The entire
facility will be completed in 18
months.

Miller also talked about goals.
Among them are the following:
increase work for non-NNSA (Na-
tional Nuclear Security Admin-
istration) sponsors;open a corpo-
rate office in the downtown; and
expand community outreach.

Ed Moses, who is the leader
of the NIF project, said, “The
world is watching what is hap-
pening in Livermore because of
NIF. It has the potential to create
a limitless supply of clean en-
ergy.” And, astrophysics experi-
ments will be able to be con-
ducted in the laboratory. “We
could schedule a supernova in
Livermore,” declared Moses.

He went on to note that San
Francisco is the product of the
Gold Rush; Silicon Valley, the
transistor. Our Valley has played
an important role in geopolitics
and will play a greater role in the
future.

“Clean energy is humankind’s
challenge. I believe much strife
is related to it as is global cli-
mate change. People want to live
as we do. That requires a great

deal of energy,” said Moses. He
said with current technologies,
10,000 more power reactors
would be needed this century.
Fusion energy would burn the
hydrogen found in water, using
such equipment as NIF.

“By 2100, it is my hope that
fusion energy is powering the
earth and that the earth has re-
covered from the insult that is
going on now. I hope someday
we are known as the Photon Val-
ley,” declared Moses.

Susan Houghton, head of
public relations at the Lab, said
that the Bankhead Theater was a
natural choice for the presenta-
tion. There is a strong connec-
tion between science and math.
Edward teller played the piano
and violin. Einstein was a big
supporter of arts and music.

Houghton listed the many
performance groups that have
had Lab employees involved in
them, including Cask and Mask,
the Valley Concert Chorale, and
Livermore Valley Opera. “They
are musicians, crews and audi-
ences. We are proud to be a part
of the grand opening ceremonies
for the Bankhead Theater.  Joan
Seppala, the visionary behind
this theater, came to me and
asked, ‘if we build it, will you
come.’ We came,” declared
Houghton.

The Eyes of the World Said to Be on Tri-Valley

Downtown Association at (925)
484-2199 or
www.pleasantondowntown.net.

Pleasanton Antique Faire
Set for Sunday

Tickets Available for 'Monster
Mayhem' Haunted House
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