
PAGE 6 - The Independent, OCTOBER 25, 2007

Phto - Doug Jorgensen
Gina Hawkin and Toby, age four and a half, were at the Del
Valle Dog Club show at the fairgrounds over the weekend to
learn about being a show dog. He is a boxer.

This Saturday, October 27th,
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue
(TVAR) is hosting an adoption
faire at East County Animal Shel-
ter (ECAS) in Dublin from noon-
4 p.m. The Faire is a component
of TVAR’s new Shelter Dog Pro-
gram, which is aimed at saving
local shelter animals.

“We couldn’t take the ECAS
dogs and cats to our Farmers
Market and PetsMart adoption
events, so we decided to bring
the adoption events to the shel-
ter,” said Sue James, the
program’s manager.

At the last Faire, 8 dogs and
10 cats were adopted. Each dog
adopter received a free leash,
beds, toys and 3 free private, in-
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BOUTIQUES & BAZAARS
35th Annual Holiday Bazaar,  held by

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 1020 Mocho
Street, Livermore.  Friday, November 2, and
Saturday, November 3, from 9am to 4pm in
the Fellowship Hall.  Handmade gifts, orna-
ments, and holiday decorations.  Homemade
jams and jellies, baked goods and candies.
Free admission.

Holiday Boutique, Heritage Estates,
Senior Retirement Community, 900 East
Stanley Blvd., Livermore. Fri. and Sat.,
Nov. 2 and 2; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. both days.
Hand crafted holiday gifts exclusively made
by senior residents. There will be unique
handbags, beautiful blankets and scarves,
custom jewelry, holiday ornaments, etc.
There will also be home baked goods and
candies. Information (925) 518-5752.

Circle of Friends Boutique, Thurs.,
Nov. 8 from 4 to 10 p.m.; Fri., Nov. 9 from
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sat., Nov. 10 from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. 20th anniversary event. Holiday,
decor, gift items, homemade apple pie, jams
and candy will be available. 3803 Muirwood
Dr., Pleasanton. For information, contact
Karen at 548-1972.

Golden Circle Seniors Annual Ba-
zaar, Tues. and Wed., Nov. 6 and 7 form 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Robert Livermore
Community Center, 4444 East Ave., Liver-
more. Includes handmade baby items, kitchen
items, scarves, hats, shopping bags, wine
bottle covers, lap robes, doilies and many
more items at reasonable prices. Golden
Circle Seniors is a nonprofit club raising
money for local charities, including Hope
Hospice, the Senior Center, Friendship Cen-
ter, and Open Heart Kitchen.

REGULAR CALENDAR
Parenting Class Positive Discipline, a

four-week course presenting tools for effec-
tive relationships will be offered in Liver-
more by Laurie Prusso M. Ed.  Ms. Prusso
is a professor of child development at Modesto
Junior College and a Certified Positive
Discipline Trainer. Sessions will be held at
the Valley Chiropractic Center, 1046 East
Stanley, from 7:00-8:30 on Thursday eve-
nings from November 1, 8, 15, and 29.  For
more information, email
Tchrlaurie@comcast.net.  Class size is lim-
ited. The prepaid cost is $125.00 per person,
plus materials.

Golden Circle Seniors, meets Mondays
12:30 to 2:30 at the Robert Livermore
Community Center, 4444 East Ave., Liver-
more. In January, the gorup will begin a new
year making items for its 2008 bazaar.

National Survivors of Suicide Day
conference, “Mending Hearts & Souls” on
Saturday, November 17th from 9am-3pm at
ValleyCare Medical Plaza. Keynote Speaker
- California State Assembly Member Mary
Hayashi, Survivor;  National Broadcast from
the American Foundation for Suicide Preven-
tion headquarters; Facilitated group discus-
sion with experienced suicide survivor coun-
selors;Healing resources, information, and
activities. Conference registration is $15.00,
which includes continental breakfast and full
lunch.  Scholarships available. Space is
limited — please register by November 12th
www.afsp.org.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring
Club, Sat., Oct. 27, 34 miles to the Petaluma
Cheese factory, meet 10 a.m. at Safeway in
Novato, Randy Huey, 518-8439. Sun., Oct.
28, 63 miles from Napa to Sonoma, meet 10
a.m. at Napa Valley College, Don Carpenter,
228-1096. Wed., Oct. 31, 24 miles Mt.
Diablo ride, meet 10 a.m. at Diablo Vista
Park, Bekki Livingston, 735-8327. Thurs.,
Nov. 1, 30 miles from Pleasanton to Sunol
Regional park, meet 10 a.m. at Val Vista
Park, Curtis Stallins, 922-2461. Anyone
planning to go on a ride is asked to call the
leader for details on where to meet and what
to bring.

British Women come for a "cuppa" and
a chat with sister Brits in the local chapter of
the Daughters of the British Empire. Meet-
ings are 3rd Tues. of month in Pleasanton.
Phone 875-0828 or 484-1273 for informa-
tion. www.dbesociety.org or
www.dbemca.org.

Dessert-Dance, Fri., Oct. 26, Pleasan-
ton Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., Pleas-
anton. Dessert served 6:30 p.m., dance at 7
p.m. Music by the Treblemakers. Informa-
tion, 931-5365. Fee.

The Emerald Forest  will be shown
Sat., Nov. 3 at 7 p.m. at the IBEW Hall; 6250
Village Parkway, Dublin.  In this lustrous
1985 film, Powers Boothe plays a dam
engineer whose young son is abducted by an
indigenous tribe in the Amazon. This magi-
cal tale weaves a spell, questioning our
notions of what is civilized.  Movie night is
a non-partisan event, open to the public, free/
or $3.00 donation.  Food and beverages are
served.  Wheelchair accessible and conve-
nient parking.  Meet & greet begins at 6:30
PM, while a short discussion follows the
film.  For more information, call 925-462-
3459.

Beating the Holiday Blues   Feelings
of sadness and depression are common during
the holidays, but not inevitable.  Help
yourself or a loved one identify these feelings
and address them.  Discover a variety of
practical tips to help keep the blues away
during the holiday season. Discussion and

prizes.  Tuesday, December 11, 2007, 10 am
to 11:30 am at the Pleasanton Senior Center,
5353 Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton. Activity fee:
$1.50 Residents, $2 Non-residents.  Call
(925) 931-5365 for information.

1st Annual Tri-Valley Basket Bri-
gade,  A special Thanksgiving community
food drive that elevates giving to a personal
level.  Participants will gather together to
create Thanksgiving Baskets from donated
food and much-needed staple items. They
will then have the opportunity to personally
deliver the baskets to specially designated
Tri-Valley and San Francisco Bay area resi-
dents in need.  Sat., Nov. 17, 9 a.m. until
baskets are filled and delivered. Trinity
Lutheran Church, 1225 Hopayrd Rd., Pleas-
anton. A hands-on way to reach out to the
community and personally touch the life of
another this holiday season.  Volunteers are
needed to donate food, assemble baskets,
deliver baskets and help organize and execute
the event. For more information contact
Mimi Field at mimifieldpr@comcast.net or
visit www.trivalleybasketbrigade.com.

Passport To Adventure, The Pleasan-
ton Senior Center’s “Passport to Adventure”
series continues as guest speaker Linda
Almazan, from Pleasanton’s Parks and Com-
munity Services presents “Alaska.”  DVD
presentation includes images from her recent
Alaskan cruise with stops in Juneau, Sitka,
Katchican and Victoria’s Buschart Gardens.
Friday, Oct. 26 at 10:00am, 5353 Sunol
Blvd. No charge.  For more information, call
931-5365.

Proper nutrition in childhood can rein-
force lifelong eating habits.  Learn about your
child’s nutrient requirements. Some of them,
such as the requirements for iron and calcium,
change as your child ages. Tues., Nov. 9, 6:30
to 9 p.m. Livermore Multiservice Center,
Livermore. Presented by Child Care Links.
Registration is required. Please contact Me-
lissa for more information.  417-8733. Space
is limited so register early. No Cost for this
workshop.

Lawyer in the Library, The Pleasanton
Public Library presents free legal help on the
third Tuesday of each month. Each person
will get a 20 minute consultation with a
member of the Alameda County Bar Associa-
tion. It is on a first come- first served basis
with registration beginning in person at 5:30
pm at the Reference desk. No phone reserva-
tions. Lawyer visits begin at 6pm and gen-
erally end at 8pm.

RELIGION
Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. Vasco

Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday service.
Topic for Oct. 28 is "How to Make the
Minister Walk on Water," Rev. Carolyn
Colbert, interim minister, will lead.  Infor-
mation 447-8747.

Asbury United Methodist Church,
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. Sun-
day worship. Information 447-1950.

Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Ne-
vada Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-
1055.

Pleasanton Presbyterian Church, 4300
Mirador Dr., Pleasanton. Two Sunday wor-
ship services: 8:30 a.m. service will have a
classic emphasis and nursery care for children
under 3 will be provided. The 10:15 a.m.
service will have a contemporary emphasis
and nursery care, as well as Sunday school
classes for preschool through high school age
children will be provided. For more info, call
the church office at 846-4436.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656
Alisal St., Pleasanton. Sunday school 9:30
a.m., worship at 10:30 a.m. (nursery for both
Sunday school and worship); children's church
(age 3-12) at 11:15 a.m.; women's Bible
study, Wed. at 10 a.m., Wed. evening
programs; choir 7:15 p.m (boys and girls
mission club K-6).; seniors 55 Plus meet
Thursdays 7 p.m. Information 846-8650.

First Church of Christ, Scientist, Liv-
ermore, has services at 10 a.m. every Sunday
and at 7:30 p.m. on the second Sunday of each
month. Sunday School for students (ages 3-
20) is held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The
church and reading room are located at third
and N Streets. The Reading Room, which is
open to the public, features books, CDs and

magazines for sale. For information, call
(925) 447-2946.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School 9:30
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Children’s Church
11:15 a.m. Please call office at 846-8650 for
weekly programs.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday
Services are 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. with Sunday
School at 9:45 a.m. Wednesday Lenten
Service at 7 p.m. 1020 Mocho St., Liver-
more. Information, 447-8840.

Ghost Bustin’ Blowout, Wednesday
,October 31st, 6 to 9 p.m Celebration Chris-
tian Center. Games for. preschool, elemen-
tary, and youth.  There will be bounce houses.
It is all free.  For more information, call Cindy
Ihrig at 925-455-4250. 1135 Bluebell Dr.,
Livermore,

Hadassah Shalom Chapter presents
“Living a Jewish Life in the Tri-Valley” with
special guest Fruma Resnick. Nov. 15th,
7pm Beth Chaim Congregation, 1400
Holbrook Drive, Danville Contact:  Cheryl

Bigman, cherylsb63@yahoo.com, (925) 968-
9240.

Mirna Wati , an Indonesian Minister
will be speaking on Tuesday, October 30, 7
– 8.45pm at Valley Christian Center, 7500
Inspiration Drive in Dublin, CA 94568. She
is devoting her life to Christian outreach,
church planting and child development in the
most dangerous and remote regions of Indo-
nesia. Her visit is sponsored by Sisters in
Service ( www.sistersinservice.org), whose
mission is to inform, equip and mobilize
advocates to extend God’s love to oppressed
women and children through local partner-
ships in the least – reached places of the world.
The Oct 30th program will include music and
refreshments. Please call Gloria Gregory at
925-998-3785 for more information.

Tri-Valley Unity Church meets at the
Radisson Hotel, 6680 Regional St., Dublin.
Sunday service at 10 a.m. Ongoing classes
and groups. All are welcome. Rev. Mary
Anne Harris, minister. Call (925) 829-2733
or visit www.trivalleyunity.com.

home training classes from a pro-
fessional dog trainer.  James
comments, “Experience has
shown that when TVAR provides
professional training classes to
new adopters, adoption success
rates for dogs increase signifi-
cantly. Without doubt, the Shel-
ter Dog Program is a big step to-
ward achieving TVAR’s goal of
giving ECAS cats and dogs an-
other chance.”

Last year, TVAR rescued over
1,200 animals and provided
many with life-saving veterinary
care. For more information on the
Faire visit tvar.org. The shelter is
located at 4595 Gleason Drive
in Dublin.

Shelter Dogs and Cats
Available for Adoption

other people, two of whom died.
It was an accident that left her
laying in a coma in a German VA
hospital for seven months. When
she did wake up her doctors told
her that she would never walk
again.

The naturalization ceremony
was brief. Ms. Mason modestly
kept her eyes lowered. She
seemed uncomfortable with all
the attention. When the represen-
tative from the U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services an-
nounced that she was a citizen,
Ms. Mason burst into tears. Her
mother, only feet away, rushed
over to comfort her. When I asked
Ms. Mason how she felt about
becoming a citizen she softly re-
plied, “I feel that I was owed this
when I first signed the paperwork
[to enlist.]”

Mariela Mason was born in
San Jose, Costa Rica. Her family
moved to the United States in
1983 relocating to Livermore
three years later. Her father, Emile
Meylan, said they choose Liver-
more because the “houses were
cheaper.” They never guessed
that in twenty years they would
be paying $2500 a month for
their daughter’s medical bills. Al-
though the physical therapy Ms.
Mason receives from the VA hos-
pital is free, she regularly sees a
private physical therapist and
seeks alternative treatments.

The Blue Star Riders, a non-
profit group dedicated to sup-
porting wounded veterans, do-

nated a cane to Ms. Mason.  Ev-
ery week the group visits VA hos-
pitals, outreach centers and at-
tends memorial services for vet-
erans. They regularly visit Ms.
Mason. Richard Hamilton, the
group’s founder was at the cer-
emony. “With Mariela there’s
something special because she’s
the first woman I met that was
wounded . . . and she’s just the
sweetest thing.”

Hamilton founded the group
because he saw a need to support
veterans. He noticed that there
were local groups dedicated to
supporting current soldiers but
none that honored wounded vet-
erans. Hamilton said that some-
times the veterans his group sees
will not have any other visitors.
“These kids have scarified their
life and they can’t be forgotten.”

Ms. Mason’s medical bills,
paid by her parents, have recently
been augmented by local com-
munity support. The Livermore
Valley Tennis Club hosted a
fundraiser for her earlier this
month. First Street Alehouse, also
in Livermore, is currently accept-
ing donations for Ms. Mason. On
December 5th they plan to donate
ten percent of their profits to-
wards her care.

Ms. Mason encourages other
veterans to “be strong in your
mind. Show them that you can
do it.” Ms. Mason, who to her
doctors disbelief started walking
this year, seems to have done just
that.

CITIZEN
(continued from page one)

The efforts of Livermore
Downtown Inc. over the past year
has earned it recognition for
commercial district revitaliza-
tion by meeting standards for
performance set by the National
Trust Main Street Center.  Liver-
more Downtown Inc. joins 650
other Main Street revitalization
programs nationally recognized
as 2007 Accredited National
Main Street Programs.

 “The National accreditation
means the local Main Street pro-
gram is meeting the national
standards of performance for
what a Main Street program
should be doing,” said Doug
Loescher, director of the Na-
tional Trust Main Street Center.
“The organizations we name
each year as National Main
Street Programs are those that
have demonstrated the skills and
comprehensive perspective
needed to succeed in Main Street
revitalization.”

 The annual accreditation
process evaluates commercial
district revitalization programs
based on criteria ranging from
having an active Board of Direc-
tors and paid professional man-
ager to tracking economic
progress and preserving historic
Main Street buildings.

“Rebuilding a district’s eco-
nomic health and maintaining
that success requires broad-based
community involvement, active
support from both the public and

Anne Homan is on vacation.

private sectors, and sound man-
agement,” said Loescher.  “Hav-
ing a solid organization at the
foundation of that revitalization
effort is so important to long term
success.”

 Livermore Downtown Inc.’s
performance was evaluated by
the California Main Street Alli-
ance, which is the coordinating
organization for Main Street pro-
grams in California.

“We are proud to once again
be accredited as a National Main
Street Program and are very
thankful to the National Trust for
the support and resources they
provide our communities.  Our
community as a whole is com-
mitted to the development of the
downtown as the heart and soul
of Livermore.” said Rachael
Lavezzo-Snedecor, Executive
Director of Livermore Downtown
Inc.

“Livermore has been
partnering with the National
Trust Main Street Center for 22
years now and our success at be-
coming the jewel of the East Bay
is a tribute to the notion that the
National Main Street Center’s
four point approach to revitaliza-
tion works,” she added.  “We
share this recognition with our
city leaders, downtown busi-
nesses, volunteers and residents
because our successes are due
largely in part to the support of
the Livermore community.”

Downtown Program Recognized




