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'Little Heathens'
Author To Be at
Livermore Library

Another Unpopular War
Similar to the current war with Iraq, the Vietnam Conflict,
which dragged on for 15 years through three presidents—
Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon—was not a popular war. The draft
system was still in effect, and many men were forced to participate. Twelve men from Livermore died in World War II, and the
same number died in Vietnam between 1959 and 1975. The
United States lost approximately 58,000 young people in Vietnam; 304,000 were wounded.
Army Corporal Dennis R. Podgorny graduated from Livermore High in 1966. He earned his Block L by participating in
swimming, golf, track, football and basketball. He was elected
king of the junior prom. A friend remembered what a great sense
of humor he had. Unlike many, he really knew how to tell a joke.
Soon after graduation he was drafted and by September 1967 he
was in Vietnam. He was a rifleman and was killed at age 19 on
November 9 by hostile small arms fire in Quang Nam Province
when he attempted to silence an enemy automatic weapon unit.
He was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with a V device for valor
and a purple heart posthumously. A fellow vet remembered that
his Alpha company buddies used to tease Dennis because at
that time a man named Podgorny was a prominent member of
the USSR Politburo.
Another Livermore High student, Leonard D. Erickson, joined
the army in 1967, his senior year. He was on the wrestling team
and played the French horn. A friend wrote of the good times
they had in band together. PFC Erickson was married and had a
baby son. At age 18 he was killed on April 7, 1968 by a either a
mine or a booby trap while on a combat mission with the “Brown
Water Navy,” the Mobile Riverine Force, a combination of navy
and army men. They fought through the muddy landscape of
the rivers and canals of the Mekong Delta. Leonard was killed
in Dinh Tuong Province.
Army specialist John Chester King was a star athlete at
Granada High, making All-East Bay in football and wrestling
during his senior year. His jersey was number 12, and the 1968
yearbook shows several photos of him as quarterback. The
Eagles named him the Most Outstanding Senior Player. A high
school friend wrote about wrestling on the school team with
Chester, hanging out at his house and flirting with one of his
“boss” sisters. After high school graduation in 1968 and a semester at Chabot, Chester joined the army. His brother, Eddie
King, remembered well hugging Chester goodbye at the Oakland Airport. Eddie described his younger brother as a “happygo-lucky guy, not a mean bone in his body.” A fellow vet remembered the fun times they had together in the service, including his teaching Chester how to play horseshoes. The twin
turbine Mohawk with its bubble canopy in which Chester had
been flying while doing aerial surveillance crashed in Quang
Nam on November 2, 1970. He is buried at Memory Gardens
Cemetery in Livermore. He was 20 years old. Eddie still gets
choked up when he talks about his brother. He says that usually
people focus on the grief of the veteran’s parents, but the siblings have a rough time, too. He regrets deeply not having been
able to know his brother as an adult. As a result of his experience, “I go out of my way to let vets know how much we appreciate them.”
Marine PFC Leo “Buddy” Buckholdt attended schools in
Livermore until his family moved to Santa Cruz. After his 1964
high school graduation, he joined the Marines. Fellow classmate Don Staysa drove Buddy and another friend to Oakland,
where the three of them signed up and passed the required test.
Don remembered him as “just a regular guy.” They were promised that they could serve together in the same unit, but that
didn’t happen. Buddy became the crew chief and door gunner
on a Huey. A fellow Marine wrote: “As you ran to the door of
waiting helicopters, a Marine covered your moves and did his
best to make sure you made it on board. The rattle of the machine gun and waving of arms were a welcome sight” as men
hurried to leave a hot spot. This was Buddy’s job until he was
killed trying to evacuate men from the top of Hill 488, a rocky
knob called Hui Vu, where the men had had an observation
post. He died at age 20 on June 16, 1966. Don didn’t learn of his
friend’s death until he returned home from the war.
Petty officer Reid Isler attended high school in New Mexico
before his family moved to Livermore. He enlisted in the Navy
after graduation and trained as a corpsman at San Diego and at
Oak Knoll Hospital in Oakland before being sent to Vietnam.
On his first patrol with a Marine unit, he was killed on a search
and destroy mission southwest of the Marine Base at Khe Sanh
on May 17, 1968. Under heavy fire he gave aid to a wounded
Marine and was killed while preparing to move him to a protected position. He died at age 21 and was granted the Bronze
Star posthumously.
Next week I will describe the other seven casualties of the
Vietnam War from Livermore. I owe special thanks to Pat and
John Dutro for their help with this column. Readers can reach
me at am50homan@yahoo.com.

Community Invited to Assemble
Packages for the Troops
The community is invited to
come and support the troops by
assembling “Care Packages for
the Holidays.”
The project will be Saturday,
November 10 from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, on the corner of Cruz in Pleasanton.
Light refreshments will be
available. A professional photographer will take pictures of families or individuals to include

with the care packages. There
will be videos and information
focused on raising awareness
about how to reach out to support soldiers and their families.
For further information, contact Tim Bean, Chairman — Care
Package Service Project at (925)
200-6448. This event is sponsored by Pleasanton First Ward
(Bishop Lindsey Eastburn) The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints.

Mildred Kalish, author of
Little Heathens, will be at the
Livermore Public Library on
Sun., Nov. 18.
Mildred Kalish takes readers
back to a lost time and place in
her New York Times bestseller,
Little Heathens: Hard Times and
High Spirits on an Iowa Farm
During the Great Depression.
The book is a memoir, both entertaining and enlightening. The
New York Times says, “If all that
Little Heathens offered, then,
were more such hard-times homilies, this would not be much of a
book. But this memoir is richer
than that, filled with fervency,
urgency and one amazing twist,
which surprised me to the point
of a delighted, audible gasp…”
This free event will be presented at 2pm on Sunday, November 18 th at the Livermore
Public Library Civic Center,
1188 S. Livermore Avenue. The
Friends of the Livermore Library
have generously underwritten
this program as part of the Friends
Authors and Arts Series. For additional events, check the
library’s
website
at
www.livermore.lib.ca.us

Silent Auction
Benefit for
Toys for Tots
The Terraces at Dublin Ranch
Villages, a new Toll Brothers
Community, has partnered with
Toys for Tots this holiday season
and will hold a silent auction to
benefit the charity November 16
- December 16, 2007.
Holiday dining table décor,
from linens to stemware to floral
arrangements, as featured in five
model homes, will be auctioned
off to the highest bidder; all proceeds benefit Toys for Tots. Each
of the five table tops have been
professionally decorated by area
designers and shops, with participation from Williams Sonoma
Home in Palo Alto, Elegant Clutter in Danville, Crate & Barrel
and Z Gallerie in Walnut Creek.
In addition to conducting
this auction, The Terraces is also
an area donation station for unwrapped toys. Anyone willing to
contribute may bring unwrapped
toys for all ages to the Sales Center at 3275 Dublin Blvd. #130,
Dublin, CA 94568.
Established in 1960, Toll
Brothers is the nation’s premier
builder of luxury homes and is
currently building in 21 states
across the U.S. The Terraces at
Dublin Ranch Villages is a Condominium Townhome Active
Lifestyle Community selling
luxury living from the mid
$400,000s.
For more information call
Johnna or Elizabeth at (925) 4799611.

Exhibit of Abstract Works Opens
An exhibition of new works
by Livermore Abstract Figurative
Artist Linda Ryan opens with a
reception on Tuesday, November
13th at art!space contemporary
gallery. Ryan’s work combines an
exploration of energy, motion
and the figure, using acrylics,
wide brushes and “color-shaper”
paddles to cut away and move
paint in the style she developed
through years of exploration
with the medium.
Beginning studies with Bill
Paskewitz at Las Positas in 1998,
Ryan has painted for 9 years. She
became an arts activist figure in
the Tri-Valley area, hosting exhibitions, starting and running
the Tri-Valley Artist Guild’s
ArtWalk Livermore, managing

the Bothwell Arts Center (a
project of the Livermore Valley
Performing Arts Centers) and serving on the City of Livermore’s
Commission for the Arts. She is
currently working out of her studio at the Bothwell Arts Center,
and working to connect the local arts scene with a more regional Open Studios tour in the
spring.
Ryan will return to art!space
in the Spring of 2008 with further explorations of gel
figuratives.
The exhibit will be available
for viewing, November 13-December 8. There will be an opening reception on Tues., Nov. 13,
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. There is no admission charge.

Winners of Competition Announced
Michelle Lee and Cory Chang have been selected as the winners
of the 35th annual Competition for Young Musicians sponsored by
the Livermore-Amador Symphony Association.
The students will perform as soloists with the symphony at its
Feb. 9, 2008 concert. Judges were Dr. Arthur Barnes, conductor of
the symphony, and Anthony Doheny, violinist, pianist, and lecturer
in music at Stanford University.
Lee is a violinist. She is the daughter of Bill Lee and Kasey
Chung of Dublin. She is a student at Dublin High School. For the
competition, Lee performed the first movement of Violin Concerto
NO. 5 by Vieuxtemps.
Cory, a pianist, is the son of Jean Chang of Livermore and a
student at Granada High School. He performed the first movement
of Piano Concerto No. 4 by Beethoven.
The students will perform these same works at the February concert. They will be accompanied by the symphony.

Crosspulse Rhythm Duo Performs
At the Pleasanton Library
From bells and banjos to body
music, boxes and bells, the
Crosspulse Rhythm Duo makes
music out of anything and everything at the Pleasanton Public Library on Saturday, November 10.
Keith Terry and Evie Ladin
bring together Jazz and World
Music, Appalachian Banjo and
Step Dancing traditions, even
Found Sound with athleticism,
humor and skill. The Crosspulse
Rhythm Duo offers performances
that both entertain and educate
young audiences - exploring the
rhythmic possibilities in the
world around us.
No registration is required for
this 45 minute program, which is
for the entire family. The performance will be at 2:00 p.m., with
a limited supply of free tickets
distributed at the Children’s

Desk 30 minutes prior to show
time. Doors will be closed to late
arrivals once the program begins.
For more information, please
call the Children’s Desk at (925)
931-3400 ext. 8.

Art!space is located at 133 So.
Livermore Ave., Livermore. For
information, call 371-2500.
For more information about
Linda
Ryan
go
to
lindaryanfineart.com.

Concert Band
Performs At
Bankhead Theater
The Pleasanton Community
Concert Band will present its
Children’s Concert on November 18, at the Bankhead Theater, 1200 First Street, Livermore.
The concert will start at 2 p.m.
and end at 3 p.m.
This year’s theme is “Music
from Famous Cartoons.” Young
and old alike will recognize the
tunes that made cartoons so much
fun to watch. Selections range
from Mickey Mouse to
SpongeBob SquarePants (and
Bart Simpson, too.) Due to the
renovation project on Amador
Theater, the Band will perform
at the Bankhead Theater in Livermore.
There is no admimssion
charge. Come early, seating is
limited.
For more information call
925-846-5897 or go to
www.pleasantonband.org.

