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Please Help Us with This Puzzle
Some months ago, Dick Finn learned from Betty Holdener

that her brother-in-law, Dan Berry, owned an historic collection
of caricatures of Livermore men. Dick, a fellow member of L-
AGS (the local genealogy group), and the Livermore Heritage
Guild, invited me to look at the collection with him. Dan’s
father and grandfather, also named Dan Berry, were saloonkeepers
in Livermore. His father and Jack Reimers collected the carica-
tures, which used to hang in his father’s saloon, Dan’s Place.

Dan owns 43 of the crayon caricatures, all drawn by “Vasco”
in 1910. An article in the March 26, 1910 issue of the Herald
noted: “The Hub saloon has an art exhibit which attracts a great
deal of attention. It is a gallery of local celebrities executed in
crayon by Vasco Loureiro. The likenesses of most of them are
excellent.” Probably the portraits started out at the Hub and
then traveled over to Dan’s Place when the Hub closed down.
Dick and I have undertaken the project of identifying the men.
I call this a 43-piece puzzle, because the artist wrote very few of
the men’s full names on the portraits. Please note that none of
them are of women, who were not allowed in saloons. Many of
them are portrayed with cigars, a few with cigarettes or pipes.
Evidently, smoking was enjoyed in saloons.

Some of the men can be identified from their career or their
connection to Livermore city government. For example, one is
labeled “our judge;” in 1910 that would be Daniel J. Murphy, at
that time the Livermore judge. Later, he became an Alameda
County Supervisor. Another says “our post master.” In that year,
the post master was Thomas E. Knox, a cement contractor, who
served as mayor of Livermore for two terms, from 1903-1909
and from 1918 to 1921. “George” is portrayed as a lawman,
with a star on his suit; this would probably be George S.
Fitzgerald, who was the Alameda County constable in 1910.
“Our marshall” was Charles P. Lefever, an oil well driller.

 “President of the horse show” in 1910 was Hans M.
Christensen, who held that position for a number of years until
the last show in 1914. “Max Berlin” was the treasurer of the
horse show and also an owner of several local businesses. The
“secretary of the horse show” that year was Theodore Gorner,
who owned a harness business and later a drygoods and furni-
ture store in the IOOF building on First Street—his name is still
in tiles in the sidewalk in front of the building. The next man in
this set of portraits was “the colonel.” I am guessing that he was
Francis (Frank) Fennon, who for many years was the marshal of
the horse show parade, making sure that all the horses were
lined up in proper order for the judging.

“Our center,” who is holding a basketball, has to be Anthony
“Doc” O’Donnell, according to several Livermore oldtimers.
Roy Beck, who worked at his father’s grocery store, was identi-
fied with the name “Tod Sloan.” Sloan was a jockey, and Beck
was known for his small stature. His father, “oily George,” was
George Beck, who ran his grocery business in Livermore from
1889 until 1924. He also served as a high school trustee, the
Livermore post master, town trustee, and from 1913-1916 he
was a Democrat in the California Assemby.

“Mike, the mayor of Midway,” was Mike Mulqueeney,
rancher out on Patterson Pass Road. The entrance to the ranch is
still visible near the old site of the town of Midway. “Jesse, the
mayor of Altamont,” was Jesse Young, who farmed and ran stock
in the Altamont Hills. “Brunswick” was probably Franklin C.
Duncan, who was the proprietor of the Brunswick Billiard Hall
in the Masonic Building. A further clue to his identity was the
inclusion of a little pool table in the drawing’s background.

“Norm” was most likely Norman McLeod, saloonkeeper at
the Hub. “McLeod Street” is named for his father, Andrew, who
filed a plan in 1875 for city development of 18 blocks on the
east side of South Livermore Avenue. The other Hub
saloonkeeper was Fred Sangmaster. His portrait has “O.U. Fred”
on it, indicating, according to Dan Berry, that he still owed
Vasco Loureiro for the art work. Jack Reimers is drawn with a
toy white horse. In 1910, he owned a livery stable. Later, he had
a mortuary that eventually became the Callaghan Mortuary.

“H.P.” is drawn sitting on top of a sugar barrel. H.P. (Harry)
Winegar owned half of the Livermore Commercial Company, a
general store that was near the Hub. His partner, “Charlie” Beck
was portrayed holding a list of groceries. “Manager of the Buck-
eye” was most likely David McDonald, who was the manager of
Camp Buckeye, out on Mines Road. Dan Berry’s father was
drawn wearing a white suit; Dan said that this was the custom-
ary clothing for a saloonkeeper in those days.

Some of the men we have been unable to identify. In these
cases, there are no names, and we do not understand the clues.
We know that this collection is incomplete, and we would like
to find more of the drawings. The Livermore Heritage Guild has
a copy of one caricature by Vasco of “Simon,” no doubt Simon
Foscalina. We need the public’s help—does any reader have or
know of someone who has another crayon portrait by Vasco?
Also, if you have a chance, drop by the Carnegie Building to
see if you can recognize the unidentified models. Perhaps you’ll
find great-uncle Felix. Please help us with what is now a 44-
piece puzzle!

(Readers can reach me at am50homan@yahoo.com.)

To celebrate the 2008 Chi-
nese New Year and promote Chi-
nese cultural heritage, Chinese
American Cooperation Council
(CACC) is hosting its 5th Tri-
Valley Chinese Culture Day on
February 17, at Amador Theater
and Amador Valley High School
in Pleasanton, 1155   Santa Rita
Road, Pleasanton.

This year’s celebration fea-
tures three programs:

• Major Regional Chinese
Cuisine Competition and New
Year Pot-luck Luncheon:
12:00pm to 2:00pm, Amador
Valley  High School. Pre-regis-
tration required at
www.caccusa.org.

• Festival Gathering, Vendor
Booths, and Carnival Games:
2:30pm to 5:00pm, Amador Val-
ley  High School. Free Admis-
sion. From 2PM to 4PM, CACC
based stage will put on shows
ranging from   music to singing
to dancing.  This show is free and
will be located in the Gym along
with Vendor booths and games.

• Evening Gala: 7:00pm to
9:30pm, Amador Theater. Ticket
($10-$15) sales  in the Chinese
School office (room Q205) on
Sundays. Online/mail ticket or-
dering is also available. The
show will present professional
acts featuring the Chinese arts.

The Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory’s lecture se-
ries, “Science on Saturday,” re-
turns Feb. 9 and runs through
March 8. This year’s talks ex-
plore an array of topics - geother-
mal energy, what makes up the
universe, the world’s largest la-
ser and our energy future, green-
house gas reduction and protect-
ing our nation’s livestock. Lec-
tures will be held in a new loca-
tion - the Bankhead Theater,
2400 First St. in Livermore.

Two presentation are offered
each Saturday at 9:30 and 11:30
a.m. Seating is limited and on a
first-come, first-served basis and
there is no pre-registration. Ad-
mission is free of charge.

Each presentation in the se-
ries is a collaboration of Lab sci-
entists and a science teacher and
highlights cutting-edge Lab sci-
ence that is aimed at the under-
standing of students. The lec-
tures are sponsored by LAB’s
Science Education Program.

Kicking off the series on Feb.
9 is “Geothermal Energy:  Har-
nessing the Heat Beneath your
Feet,” presented by John Ziagos
and Carol Bruton, Lab scientists,
and Ken Wedel, a Tracy High
School teacher. This lecture ex-
plains how a source of renewable
energy lies below our feet and is
largely untapped.  It heats
groundwater by conduction and
convection as it travels toward
the surface of the earth. During
the lecture, attendees will learn
how geothermal energy can be
used to generate electricity or
heat buildings.

On Saturday, February 9, some
twenty-five high school teams
will converge on the Livermore
campus of Las Positas College
to answer questions such as, “La-
ser is an acronym for what?”  (An-
swer: Light Amplification by
Stimulated Emission of Radia-
tion.)

Teams from the Tri-Valley to
San Francisco to Milpitas and
points in between will be chal-
lenged as Las Positas College
(LPC) hosts the regional Science
Bowl competition. Participation
in this competition, is the largest
the college has have ever had.

The event, co-sponsored by
Sandia National Laboratories, is
one of 64 regional competitions
in the nation, where high school
teams vie to advance to the na-
tional competition hosted by the
U.S. Department of Energy in
Washington, D.C. later this
spring.

Participating teams hail from
Granada High School (Liver-
more); Livermore High School
(Livermore); Foothill High
School (Pleasanton); Albany
High School (Albany); Chinese
Christian Schools (San Leandro);
Milpitas High School (Milpitas);

Seventh and Eighth grade
girls and their parents are invited
to the 5th annual Reflections on
Your Future event to be held at
Livermore High School in the
Student Union, 600 Maple Street,
Livermore, on February 20, from
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Sponsored by the Tri-Valley
Regional Occupational Program
and the Dublin, Pleasanton and
Livermore school districts, Re-
flections on Your Future is an in-
troduction to the GetSet (Girls
Exploring Technology, Science
and Engineering Together) pro-
gram offered to high school girls
in the three districts.  GetSet (for-
merly known as MECCA) is an
extra-curricular enrichment pro-
gram designed to encourage girls
to pursue their interests in Tech-

James E. Simmons, Head, Office of Community & Civil Relations
of Sandia National Laboratories/ California, presented
Executive Director Sharon Burnham with a check in the
amount of $4,000 to support Tri-Valley Conservancy’s (TVC)
effort to advance the mission and effectiveness of the only
land conservation organization in Alameda County.  TVC’s sole
mission is to protect working ranches and productive
farmland, habitat for rare and endangered plants and animals,
and scenic vistas in the Tri-Valley Area.

Please check details at
www.caccusa.org or call Lina at
925-249-1298.

Chinese New Year Celebration
Offers Variety of Activities

'Geothermal Energy' Kicks Off Lab's
Science on Saturday Programs

The series of five free lectures
and demonstrations is targeted at
middle and high school students.

In addition to the Feb. 9 lec-
ture, the following talks are of-
fered:

• Feb. 16 - “Our Dark and
Messy Universe: How One Par-
ticle Might Light the Way,” pre-
sented by Steve Asztalos, Lab
scientist, and Tom Shefler,
Granada High School teacher.

• Feb. 23 - “From the Sun to
the Sun: The Story on the Na-
tional Ignition Facility and Our
Energy Future,” presented by
Edward Moses, Lab scientist, and
Dan Burns, Los Gatos High
School teacher.

• March 1 - “Greenhouse Re-
duction: Underground Storage of
Carbon Dioxide,” presented by
Julio Friedman, Lab scientist, and
Bret States, Tracy High School
teacher.

• March 8 - “Protecting the
Nation’s Livestock: Corralling
Foreign Diseases,” presented by
Pamela Hullinger, Lab scientist,
and Patti Carothers, Monte Vista
High School teacher.

All lectures are open to the
public and held at the Bankhead
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore.

Teachers attending the pre-
sentations will receive a copy of
the PowerPoint slides used in the
lecture, and a DVD with the
movie from the talk. For more
information about Science on
Saturday, directions and a map,
go to the Web at  http://
education.Lab.gov/sos/ or con-
tact Richard Farnsworth at (925)
422-5059.

Mission San Jose High School
(Fremont); Monta Vista High
School (Cupertino); San Fran-
cisco University High School
(San Francisco) and Santa Teresa
High School (San Jose).

Students and coaches will
spend the morning in round robin
elimination matches, with final
rounds leading to a winner in the
afternoon, following lunch. The
schedule follows:

8:45 a.m.: Welcome, An-
nouncements and Drawing for
Team Pairings at the LPC Little
Theatre

9:20 a.m.-12:00 p.m.: Round-
Robin groups of 5 teams each
will play the other 4 teams within
their group. The top two teams
from each bracket will advance
to the final elimination rounds
after lunch. Head to head com-
petition occurs in various class-
rooms around campus.

12:00-1:00 p.m.: Lunch (and
any necessary tie-breakers)

1:00-3:30 p.m.: Elimination
Competition

3:30- 4:00 p.m.: Awards Cer-
emony

 Las Positas College is located
at 3000 Campus Hill Drive in
Livermore.

Science Bowl Competition at LPC

nology, Science and Engineer-
ing.

Reflections on Your Future
will showcase a preview of the
GetSet program and then, using
the GetSet model, offer  hands-
on workshops.  Students may
choose to attend one of four
workshops:  DNA Extraction,
Exploring Pi, Invasion of the
Bugbots or Finding Your Way
Out of the Darkroom – First Steps
of Photography.

Advanced registration with
choice of workshop (please rank
choices 1-4) by February15th is
required.  For additional infor-
mation and to register please con-
tact Kathy Adelman, GetSet  Con-
tact and Career Education Spe-
cialist at Livermore High School,
(925)606-4812, ex. 2330 or
kadelman@livermore.k12.ca.us

Find out what really hap-
pened, when Donald R. Schmitt,
author of Witness to Roswell: Un-
masking the 60 Year Cover-Up
presents his discussion about the
Roswell, New Mexico mystery at
the Livermore Public Library.

Schmitt is the former co-direc-
tor of the J. Allen Hynek Center
for UFO Studies, and is consid-
ered one of the best investigators
in his field.

This free event will take place
at 7pm Tuesday, February 12 at
the Livermore Public Library
Civic Center, 1188 S. Livermore
Avenue.

This program is part of Liver-
more Reads Together: The Dune
Books, a community-wide read-
ing program, featuring Frank
Herbert’s classic science fiction
series Dune as well as related se-
ries titles by Brian Herbert and
Kevin J. Anderson. The commu-
nity of Livermore is encouraged
to join their neighbors by partici-
pating in the Livermore Reads
Together book discussions and
free events for children and adults
during the month of February
2008.

7th and 8th Grade Girls Invited to
Learn about Science & Math Careers

Copies of books and event
schedules are available at all Liv-
ermore Public Library locations.
Livermore Reads Together: The
Dune Books is sponsored by The
Friends of the Livermore Public
Library. For additional events
check the library’s website at
www.livermore.lib.ca.us. For
more information contact Rose-
mary Dukelow at 925-373-5514.

'Witness to Roswell' Author to
Speak at Livermore Library




