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LMA Productions has an-
nounced that their Actor Train-
ing Program will be open to the
public in the second quarter of
2008.  In a move designed to bol-
ster the creative market in the Tri-
Valley/East Bay area, LMA man-
aging partner, Thaddeus Coberg
spearheads the effort.  “We have
so much talent in this area, there’s
no reason why this area can’t be-
come more like Los Angeles, or
New York for film/video produc-
tion.”

The classes will be broken
down into 10 week courses for
adults and a separate class for
children/teens.  On Camera tech-
niques will be emphasized and
the sessions will be video taped
utilizing LMA’s state-of-the-art
production equipment.  The per-
formances will then be immedi-
ately reviewed in the class on
video for feedback designed to
improve the actor’s performance.
At the end of the 10-week ses-
sion, each actor will have their
work showcased in an open house
event for their friends, family, and
associates to see their work on
the big screen.  Each student will
graduate with a Demo Reel DVD
of their work.

Veteran Hollywood Director,
Rick Beeman, will head up the
instruction of the classes.
Beeman has directed and taught

Livermore Valley Charter
School presents “Dragon Dreams
Art Expo” on Saturday March
8th from 1-4pm at Livermore
Valley Charter School.

The Livermore community is
invited to view the art. This show
is the third annual school-wide
exhibit and will be held in the
LVCS multipurpose room. All
students, all grade levels (K-8)
are contributing artwork, which
will include both 2-D and 3-D
pieces using various media.
Light refreshments will be
served.

The middle school art teacher
is Mrs. Regina Leyva. She began
her studies in the area of fashion
illustration and design and
graduated with an Applied Pro-
fessional Studies Degree, with
emphasis in Art History. In addi-

Tule Elk
In 1851 some men near Lodi were herding their horses to

water. One horse wore a bell. “Its tinkling excited the fancy or
curiosity of some elk and they came out of the tules. … The horses
became frightened and stampeded, but the elk were not to be
deprived so easily of their horse serenade, and started in pursuit.
Away went pursuers and pursued, careening over the country-
side.” Lodi is in Elkhorn Township, named for the abundance of
elk once found there.

Before the Gold Rush, the state had more than 500,000 tule
elk, native only to California, ranging from Red Bluff down to
Bakersfield and west to the coast. The Livermore Valley held
many of them. In 1844 Robert Livermore realized $600 from the
fat of elk and grizzly bear that he killed in the Tassajara area.
James D. Smith, who came to the San Ramon Valley in 1850 with
his mother and father, noted animals that his father hunted that
year: “Wild game was plentiful, deer and elk in particular, the
latter in droves of 75 to 100.” Their range was the foothills around
Mount Diablo.  Early surveyor Leander Ransom described the
wildlife around Mount Diablo in 1851—“Herds of elk, antelope
and deer ... abound here.  One herd of elk that we saw on the
mountain numbered at least 200.”

A state law passed in 1873 that gave the elk complete protec-
tion. However, by 1874 the tule elk population had dwindled to
only a few animals because of hunting and loss of habitat. Henry
Miller of the Miller and Luxe Ranch down near Bakersfield dis-
covered a few elk on his property. He ordered strict protection,
offering a $500 reward to anyone who caught a hunter violating
his ban. Recent DNA evidence indicates that only one pair or
possibly as many as four elk were left. By 1895, with Miller’s
protection, the elk total had climbed to 28. Tule Elk State Re-
serve, a 950-acre property, was established near the ranch in 1932
to create a permanent home for the surviving elk. In the early
1970s, the California Department of Fish and Game began to
transplant small herds of elk to various places around the state in
an attempt to broaden their habitat. One of these places was in
the Mt. Hamilton area, east of San Jose. Four separate groups of
tule elk were brought in from Owens Valley in 1978, 1980, and
1981, a total of 65 animals. These elk migrated north and now
range between Maguire Peaks at the southern end of Sunol Val-
ley Regional Park and San Antonio Reservoir. Occasionally, some
of the herd wander over to Del Valle Regional Park. Two were
spotted in August 2007 at Camp Arroyo. The entire local popula-
tion was estimated at between 180 and 205 animals in 1994. In
July 2006 the Nature Conservancy acquired the 2,899-acre South
Valley Ranch in the San Antonio Valley near Mount Hamilton.
The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation partnered with the Con-
servancy on this acquisition by securing the grazing rights on
the property to ensure the future of the elk.

Tule elk are shy of human contact. The usual view of them for
the casual hiker is their white rumps fading into the distance.
Bob Several, while hiking to the top of the Maguire Peaks in
1981, saw “three creatures … directly ahead. I looked, and there
were the white rumps. A second or two later, they had bounded
away, disappearing over one of the outcroppings.” Tule elk re-
produce rapidly when conditions are right, and they migrate to
find appropriate feed.  These two characteristics, as well as their
protection by the state, have brought them back from the threat
of extinction.  However, their gene pool is very small, from the
few 1874 survivors, and an increase in deformities is expected as
the population ages.

Smaller in size than elk species in other parts of the country,
the tule elk is tolerant of the hot climate in the Central Valley.
Mostly light brown, it has a darker conspicuous mane. It stands
four to five feet at the shoulder.  Bulls have an average weight of
450 to 500 pounds and carry a large six-point rack of antlers.
The high-pitched squeaky bugling of the bulls signals rutting
and mating in late summer; a single calf is born the following
spring.  Tule elk feed on grasses and broad-leaved plants; after
these dry up, they browse on terminal growth of bushes and trees
and also eat acorns.  A 2007 statewide census listed 3,800 tule
elk.

Vera Revelli has her own tule elk herd of five in Pleasanton.
They’ll never reproduce because their large antlers identify them
all as males. They also will never reproduce because they are
silhouettes made of a decorative iron material that creates a pro-
tective coat of rust on itself. In 2003 Revelli was redoing the
parking lot near her office building at the busy corner of Bernal
and First Street.  “We wanted to make that corner stand out—so
many people pass by.” She commissioned the five elk and also
landscaping of rocks and grasses around them that reflects their
habitat, not the typical commercial parking lot look. Her favor-
ite elk is the one that stands alone, looking back over his shoul-
der. We can imagine him looking back in history at the rest of his
herd that used to run so freely over the natural landscape.

(Readers can reach me at am50homan@yahoo.com.)

classes worldwide including Los
Angeles, Buenos Aires, Taipei,
Houston, and Saudi Arabia.  Hav-
ing an extensive amount of real
world experience working with
professional and amateur actors
gives Beeman unique insight on
how to communicate and shep-
herd his students through the act-
ing process.  Coberg is very en-
thusiastic about Beeman head-
ing up the training program.
“Rick has taught hundreds of
students from around the world.
LMA is very fortunate to have
him on the team.”

The Actor’s Training Program
will take place on LMA’s televi-
sion stage.  LMA partner Doug
Mann thinks the stage is the per-
fect venue for the classes.  “We
have one of the largest stages in
the Bay Area.  If our students want
real television studio experience
to hone their craft, they aren’t
going to find a better facility to
do it at than LMA.” said Mann.

“We usually need 40-50 ac-
tors per year for our various cor-
porate and entertainment projects
we produce at LMA.  We are con-
stantly on the lookout for new
talent, and the classes will give
us an immediate database from
which to pull our next working
talent” said Coberg.

Information is available at
417-1420.

tion to teaching,  Leyva has de-
signed for Marchant, a fashion
house, owned a jewelry business,
and studied with both Marvin
Bileck and George Fernandez.
She continues as a freelance art-
ist.

The elementary school art
teacher is Mrs. Amy Modrich. She
earned her Bachelor of Arts from
the College of Charleston in
South Carolina. In addition to
teaching art, she has had her work
displayed at the Halsey Gallery
of Contemporary Art in Charles-
ton, and in both group and solo
shows in Seattle.

The school is located at 543
Sonoma Ave., Livermore.

LMA Productions Plans
to Offer Acting Classes

Charter School Students to Show
Artwork at 'Dragon Dreams Expo'

On March 1, 2008, First
Church of Christ, Scientist is cel-
ebrating its 85th anniversary in
Livermore.

The congregation is hosting
a free inspirational talk about
freedom from stress. There will
be an open house and brief tour
of the church on March 1.

To commemorate this mile-
stone, the congregation has
planned two days of festivities
as a gift to the community.  On
Saturday, March 1, inspirational
speaker, Tim Myers of Southern
California, will give a free, one-
hour talk on “Freedom from
Stress and Clutter.” An open
house and tour of the church fol-
lows Myers’ talk.

On Sunday, March 2, the
weekly service will feature read-
ings on “Christ Jesus” from The
Bible and Science and Health
with Key to the Scriptures, writ-
ten by the founder of Christian
Science, Mary Baker Eddy. An

open house and tour of the church
follows the service.  Light re-
freshments will be served both
days.

  Admission to the talk and
open houses is free.  Everyone

from the community is welcome
to attend.

First Church of Christ, Scien-
tist is located at 263 South “N”
Street (corner of Third), Liver-
more. Call 925-447-2946, or visit
www.seekanswers.info.

Myers’ diverse background
includes three years as an officer
in the U.S. Army. After his ser-
vice, he attended Occidental
College (Los Angeles) where he
earned a degree in English with
the goal of becoming an English
teacher. Instead, his prayers led
him into the construction indus-
try where he owned his own busi-
ness.

Myers is active in interfaith
community work in Southern

California, where he currently
lives.  He served on the board of
directors for a Teen Center, stud-
ied conflict resolution, and pro-
vided counseling for local teens.
He also taught Sunday school at
detention centers in the South-
ern California area for several
years.

In 1923, a group of Livermore
residents began meeting in mem-
bers’ homes for weekly Christian
Science Sunday services.  In Janu-
ary 1931, The First Church of
Christ, Scientist, in Boston, also
known as The Mother Church,
recognized the Livermore group
as a Christian Science Society.
In December 1948, the Christian
Science Society purchased the
present church property on the
corner of Third and South ‘N’
streets for $1,500.

In January 1993, the Church
membership hired Peter Harmon,
an East Bay architect, to develop
a design for a foyer addition.  The
additions were completed in De-
cember 1997, and included a
steeple, which helped raise the
church’s visibility as a place of
worship among the primarily resi-
dential neighborhood.  The City
of Livermore recognized the
Church’s additions with an
Award of Merit from the City of
Livermore Beautification Com-
mittee in July 1998.  The plaque
is now proudly displayed in the
Church foyer.

Church Celebrates 85 Years in Livermore

Church is located on N Street.

In April 2004, Sunol residents
Barbara Egbert and Gary Cham-
bers began a six-month journey
to hike the length of the Pacific
Crest Trail with their precocious
10-year-old daughter, Mary. That
October, Mary became the
youngest person ever to success-
fully walk the 2,650-mile route
from Mexico to Canada.

The Pleasanton Library will
host Egbert on March 2 at 2 p.m.
She will share her stories and
slides from her family adventure
hiking the Pacific Crest Trail

 Zero Days: The Real-Life Ad-
venture of Captain Bligh, Nellie
Bly, and 10-year-old Scrambler
on the Pacific Crest Trail  is the
tale of a family adventure that
required love, perseverance, and
the careful rationing of toilet
paper. The trio, who adopted the
trail names Captain Bligh (Gary),
Nellie Bly (Barbara), and Scram-
bler (Mary), hiked for 168 days
and took a total of only nine
“zero days”—days off from hik-
ing. 

 Along the way, they weath-
ered the heat of the Mojave, the
jagged peaks of the Sierra, the

rain of Oregon, and the final
long, cold stretch of the North-
ern Cascades to Canada. They
met “trail angels” like the
Dinsmores and their salty-
mouthed parrot, Topper. And
they discovered which family
values, from love and equality
to thrift and cleanliness, could
withstand shin splints, an ab-
scessed tooth, aching legs, fail-
ing knees, bad water—and a long,
narrow trail and 137 nights to-
gether in a 6-by-8-foot tent. 

Primarily written by the
mother, Barbara, Zero Days also
incorporates drawings from 10-
year-old Mary’s journal, as well
as her own insightful and often
humorous musings along the
trail. ($15.95, 1st edition, paper-
back; $21.95, 1st edition, cloth).
Available now at local book-
stores or at www.
wildernesspress.com.

Zero Days will be sold at the
event, and is available at Towne
Center Books.

 The program is free and open
to all. No registration required.

 For more information, call
Penny Johnson, 931-3405.

Author to Discuss Family's Trek
Along Pacific Crest Trail

Mary Chambers, who was 10 at the time, pauses for a photo .




