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Mel and Philamena Medeiros
Manuel “Mel” Medeiros was born on the tiny volcanic is-

land of Pico in the Azores. His aunt and uncle in Fresno sent
money to the island for passage to America for their oldest
nephew.  That nephew was too scared to come alone, however,
so younger brother Mel substituted and arrived in California in
1920 at age 15, speaking only Portuguese. He worked in the
vineyards in California’s Central Valley, accruing enough money
to repay his relatives and send for the older brother, Tony, and
then their brother Tom. Mel moved to Pleasanton five years
later: he had decided to become a barber. After completing a
course at an Oakland barber college, he began to work for the
Rose Barber Shop.

He met Philamena Lewis, who was born in Pleasanton of
Azorean parents and was working as a beautician. They mar-
ried, moved to Livermore in 1927, and started the Palace Beauty
Salon and Barber Shop in the Palace Hotel at the southeast
corner of First and L. When the old wooden hotel building was
torn down just before World War II, Mel and Philamena moved
their enterprise across First Street, keeping the same business
name. Mel’s shop was in the front of the building and
Philamena’s salon in the back. They operated the combination
shop for 32 years at that location, 2032 First Street. A beauty
salon is now on the site.

In the 1930s Mel promoted the careers of local amateur box-
ers, for example Max and Buddy Baer and Charlie Rezendes.
Livermore aficionados opened a regulation 16-foot boxing ring
in the old post office building in 1930. Another boxing ring
was set up for training in the backyard of Medeiros’s home on
Sixth Street. In February 1935 Mel and his partner, Louis
Santucci, opened a gym at First and L. It included a regulation
ring surrounded by seats and bleachers. They invited boxers to
use the ring and equipment at no charge as long as they agreed
to appear in Livermore at monthly bouts.

Philamena co-chaired the March of Dimes campaign for 15
years with Judge Joseph A. Schenone. Her nephew, Joe Medeiros,
recalled how happy she was when the polio vaccine was in-
vented. She worked many hours at the Alameda County Fair-
grounds dispensing sugar cubes treated with the vaccine. In
1930 she was a charter member of the Livermore Business and
Professional Women’s Organization. During World War II,
Philamena and Mel often stayed up until the early morning
intercepting messages on their short wave set from veterans
who requested that their names and messages would be for-
warded to their families and friends.

When world travel was again possible for tourists after the
end of World War II, Mel and Philamena traveled to Pico in
October 1946 for a five-month stay. The round-trip journey it-
self took two months: to New York City by train, to Lisbon by
plane, to Pico by a very slow boat, and then the return. Mel had
not seen his mother in 26 years; his father had died while Mel
was in California. They visited with family and friends, includ-
ing six-year-old nephew Joe Medeiros, and returned to Pico in
1948. They had no children, so on this trip Mel took his nephew
aside: “My uncle asked me one night if I wanted to study.” Joe’s
reply: “Yes!”  Joe attended high school on the Azorean island of
Faial and boarded with a family there—Pico had no high school.
Mel and Philamena paid all his expenses.

 In 1954 they brought Joe to Livermore on a student visa.
Superintendent Ralph Wattenberger had to receive permission
from the U.S. State Department for him to be a Livermore High
School student—this was at the height of McCarthyism. Joe
graduated in 1956 and attended UC Berkeley, where he ma-
jored in French and Spanish and eventually earned a master’s
degree. He began teaching in 1964 at the new Granada High
School and became a U.S. citizen in 1970. He remains forever
grateful to his aunt and uncle for their generosity. They not
only financed his education but also brought two of his broth-
ers here, and paid for the education in the Azores of another
brother and sister. One of Mel Medeiros’s favorite sayings was,
“If you give a dollar to help somebody, you’ll find two in your
pocket.”

Both Mel and Philamena were active in the Livermore Sister
Cities organization; they hosted guests from Guatemala and
traveled to Quezaltenango. Mel served for six years on the city
planning commission and then was elected three times to the
city council, serving from 1958 until 1968, including two
years—1961 and 1962—as mayor. He died in 1968 after an
operation for a malignant brain tumor. City manager Bill Parness
said, “In all of the city councils I have worked for, this man
stood high in honesty, dedication, and integrity.” Joe Medeiros
described his aunt Philamena: “She never met a stranger. Asked
about her secret of long life, she always said that she never
worried. ‘I do my best and let God take care of the rest.’”
Philamena died in 2003.

After the unexpected death of Mel Medeiros, the city coun-
cil met at its scheduled time on December 2, 1968, but then
adjourned, in honor of Mel, without doing any business. At the
next meeting, the council unanimously passed a resolution nam-
ing the greenbelt area along the Arroyo Mocho from South Liv-
ermore Avenue over to Stanley Boulevard the Manuel Medeiros
Memorial Parkway.

(Readers can reach me at am50homan@yahoo.com.)

The 2008 Spring Daffodil
Show will be held March 8 and 9
at Alden Lane Nursery in Liver-
more.

The Northern California Daf-
fodil Society is sponsoring the
event in conjunction with Alden
Lane. All gardeners are invited to
enter daffodil blooms in this
show.

Entries will be accepted from
5 to 10 p.m. on Fri., March 7 and
6 a.m. to 10 a.m. on Sat., March
9. Show judging will take place
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Sat-
urday. Viewing is open to the
public from 1 to 5 p.m. on Satur-
day and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sun.,
March 9.

The Northern Daffodil Soci-
ety will present a class called,
“You think you know daffodils?
Well just look at these” on Satur-
day at 2 p.m. The class will intro-
duce modern daffodils to garden-
ers.

For more information, contact
Kirby Fong at 443-3888 or

Great Safety Adventure,  a nearly 1,000 square-foot animated home
unfolds from a semi-tractor truck to create a replica of a living room,
kitchen, bathroom, bedroom and backyard.  Children and parents
become “safety rangers” as they join a quest with tour guides and
Rover, the Great Safety Adventure’s Home Safety Hound, to search the
house in an effort to locate common safety hazards.  The adventure
will be open to the public 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. March 15 at Lowe’s Store,
4255 First St., Livermore. In the photo, students are shown inside the
Home Safety Council’s Great Safety Adventure, where they learn to
keep an eye out for common home safety hazards that could cause
slips and falls, fires, poisoning, choking/suffocation and drowning.
Each time a danger is identified, children are prompted to say “Code
Red Rover, Grown-Up Come Over.”

kfong@alumni.Caltech.edu or
call Alden Lane Nursery at 447-
0280.

The nursery is located at 981
Alden Lane in Livermore.

Annual Daffodil Show This Weekend

Organizations wishing to run notices in
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of
Bulletin Board. Include name of organiza-
tion, meeting date, time, place and theme or
subject. Phone number and contact person
should also be included.

Tennyson High School graduating class
of 1978 is looking for classmates interested
in its 30 year reunion. Please visit
www.goreunite.com for more information or
email ths78@goreunite.com.

St. Michael’s Parish - annual dinner,
dance and auction, “Under the Tuscan Sky,"
April 5, 5:30-11:00pm, Robert Livermore
Community Center. Tickets $45. Proceeds
benefit St. Michael K-8 grade school, Youth
Ministry, Hispanic Ministry, English and
Spanish Faith Formation Programs and Adult
Education. For tickets and donations, contact
St. Michael’s Church rectory at 925-447-
1585.

AABC (Activities & Academic Booster
Club) Scholarships, four Scholarships (two
for $1000 each and two for $500 each) will be
awarded in May 2008. Foothill High School
seniors who will attend an accredited institu-
tion of higher learning must submit a com-
pleted application to Mrs. Bing in the FHS
Counseling office by Monday, April 14,
2008. See FHS counseling (Mrs. Bing) for an

Medical Plaza Building, 5725 W. Las Positas
Blvd., Suite 240, Pleasanton. Free. For
cancer patients and their caregivers. Reserva-
tions are required. For information, call the
Wellness Community, 933-0107.

Luck of the Irish, March 15, Livermore-
Pleasanton Elks Lodge #2117, corned beef
and cabbage, Irish dancers, door prizes.
Cocktails 6 p.m., dinner at 7 p.m. $20 per
person. Tickets available at lodge office, 940
Larkspur Dr., Livermore, or call 455-8829.

Rendezvous 2008, for horse and mule
folks, three-day schedule features clinics,
contests, vendors, raffles, entertainment, a
western art show, and genuine Dutch oven
cooking. March 21, 22, and 23. Stanislaus
County Fairgrounds, Turlock. Open to BCHC
members and the public. Friday: Adult $5,
children under 12 free Saturday: Adult $8,
children under 12 free Sunday: Adult $5,
children under 12 free. Contacts: General
information, event coordinator: Chip Herzig,
(951) 769-3781; chryvchip@msn.com Edu-
cation Classes: Jo Johnson, (559) 787-9697;
jafmorganstockhorses@unwiredbb.com
Event planner: John Black, (209) 537-1516;
johnbfatman@aol.com

Pleasanton Ridge Run, March 15, two
distances: 7.3 mile $30; 3.5 mile, $27. The
Pleasanton Ridge, which encompasses 4085
acres of wilderness and open space, is an
outdoor paradise in our backyard. It includes
25 miles of trails with canyon views and ridge
top vistas. Race begins in the Foothill Road
staging area and ascends to the top of the
ridge. This run feature sgreat views of the Tri-
Valley, Mount Diablo and Mission Peak.
On-line Registration closes March 12. Go to
www.ebtrailrunners.com to register.

Livermore-Amador Genealogical So-
ciety, general meeting Tuesday, March 11, at
7:30pm. at Congregation Beth Emek, 3400
Nevada Court, Pleasanton. Guest speaker
will be Hildi Kang: “Tradition and Tradition
Breakers, 720 A.D.-1955”. Visitors are wel-
come, no charge. Map to the meeting site:
h t tp : / /www.L-AGS.org/maps/PLS-
BethEmek.html. Information: Marie Ross
925-447-1806.

Video Games @ the Library, City of
Pleasanton Public Library Meeting Room,
400 Old Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton, Sat.,
March 15, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Teens grades 6-
12 are invited to drop in and play Wii sports
on the big screen and unlock songs from
Guitar Hero I & II in the large meeting room
of the Pleasanton Public Library. All pro-
grams are free. No registration is required.
Please contact Teen Services Librarian Teresa
Parham at 925-931-3404.

Twin Valley Mothers of Twins Club,
semiannual children's clothing and equip-
ment sale on Sat., March 8, 9 a.m. to 2:15
p.m. at The Barn, 3131 Pacific Ave., Liver-
more. $1 per person entrance fee. Most items
still unsold will be half-off from 1 to 2:15
p.m. Participation to buy and/or sell is open
to the public. For information, email
TVOMTC_Sale@yahoo.com. Clothing,
strollers, toys, videos, play pens, layettes,
books, high chairs, swings, gates, cribs,
outdoor toys and more. For additional info
on the sale go to www.tvmotc.com.

RELIGION
Sisters in Service, 3rd Annual Indian

Dinner with special music, delicious food
and guest speaker, Kay Strom, co-author of
Daughters of Hope. Kay will share her SIS
related experiences at the hardest places in the
world researching child trafficking for her
next book. Sunday March 9, 5.30 - 8pm at
Valley Christian Center, 7500 Inspiration
Dr, Dublin. Adults - $10, Children under 10
- $3 Tickets and info call Gloria @ 925-998-
3785

 The Crucifixion, A Meditation on the
Sacred Passion of the Holy Redeemer, a
Passion cantata by Sir John Stainer (1840-
1901). Presented Sun., March 9, 5:15 p.m.
by St. Clare’s Chancel Choir under the
direction of The Chevalier Jason R. Fredrick
Organist-Choirmaster; Edward Coverdale,
tenor; Kurt Haller, bass at St. Clare’s Epis-
copal Church, 3350 Hopyard Road, Pleasan-
ton. Free will donations will be gratefully
accepted at the door. A light meal will be
served following the performance. Childcare
provided during concert. For information
contact St. Clare’s office at 925-462-4802 or
stclare@att.net. www.stclarespleasanton.org.

Lessons about faith, courage and
hope. Presented by Terry Healey, well-
known speaker and survivor of a disfiguring
cancer, share his inspiring story of tragedy,
obstacles, and ultimately, triumph on March
13, from 9:30 to 11:00 AM at St. Charles
Borromeo Catholic Community, 1315
Lomitas Avenue, Livermore. Terry will au-
tograph his book, At Face Value, which will
be available for sale after his presentation. For
more information, contact Mary at 925-454-
9919 or Jutta at 925-245-0721.

Tri-Valley Unity Church, “The Power
Story” — March message theme by speaker
Richard Southern. March 9 message
“Miracles,” the story of healing. Radisson
Hotel, 6680 Regional St., Dublin, 10:00
a.m. Sunday service. (925) 829-2733.
www.trivalleyunity.com All are welcome.

World Day of Prayer on Fri., March 7
will be celebrated at First Presbyterian Church
of Livermore, 4th and L Streets.  The main
sanctuary will be open for individual prayer
from 7 am to 7 pm. There will be an open
labyrinth walk from 7 pm to 8 pm in the
central courtyard.  Everyone is welcome to
come during the day and join your prayers
with the prayers of people all over the world
on this day.  The labyrinth walk is also open
to the community and if you are new to the
labyrinth, a facilitator will be present to
answer questions and get you started. Estab-
lished in 1928, the World Day of Prayer is a
worldwide movement of women of many
traditions who come together to observe a
common day of prayer each year.  The day is
celebrated in 170 countries and regions world-
wide. For more information please call the
church office, 925-447-2078.

application or online at http://
www.pleasanton.k12.ca.us/foothill/pub/foot-
hill/aabcscholarship.pdf.

Spanish/English Dual Immersion Pro-
gram, Portola Elementary School in Liver-
more, K-3, learn in two languages. March 12,
8 a.m. classroom visits following the infor-
mation session, March 13, 6 p.m. Don
Gaspar de Portola School, 2451 Portola
Ave., Livermore. Information, call 606-
4743, ext. 102.

New face in the Valley: Ryan Brock
Britto was born on 2/21/2008 at 7:15 at San
Ramon Regional Hospital; 7lbs 13oz ; 20 1/
2 inches long; He is the son of Daniel Britto
and Kerree Young of Livermore.

Tri-Valley Holistic Moms Network
meets Monday, March 17, at 7PM. There will
be a discussion on vaccinations. Dr. Tim
O’Shea, internationally recognized speaker
and author will present “Vaccines: It’s Your
Choice”. CrossWinds Church located at
6444 Sierra Court, Room 102, in Dublin.
Please park in the South parking lot. Anyone
curious about the group is invited to attend
with no obligation to join. For further
information, please visit
www.holisticmoms.org or e-mail Tri-
ValleyHMN@hotmail.com.

Dessert-dance, with the Don Veca Big
Band, 7 to 9 p.m. March 14. $7 residents, $8

nonresidents in advance; $8/$9 at the door.
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd.,
Pleasanton. 931-5365.

Widowed Men and Women of North-
ern CA., Lunch in Fremont, 1 p.m. Red
Lobster, 39401 Fremont Blvd., March 12.
RSVP to Ginny Hinkston by March 9 at 656-
5625. Happy Hour, Pleasanton, 5 p.m. Fri.,
March 14, Sheraton Hotel, RSVP by March
13 to Kathy Vanini and Lorraine Smith, 846-
5695. Birthday dinner, Sun., March 16, 5
p.m. Black Angus Steakhouse, Dublin, Cost
determined by entree, RSVP by March 14 to
Marge Kitchuck, 828-5124.

Armchair Travelers, Livermore Civic
Center Library on Thursday, March 13, from
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Vicki Tan will give a
presentation about her trip to Egypt as a
member of a photography workshop. Adults
are invited to this free program on the second
Thursday of each month in the Community
Meeting Rooms of the Civic Center Library,
1188 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. For
additional information call 925 373-5500.

 Amador Valley Quilt Guild will meet
on Saturday, March 8, at 1:30 p.m. at the
Pleasanton Middle School, 5001 Case Av-
enue, Pleasanton. Quilt artist Rose Hughes
will share her “Raven Wisdom.” Rose will be
conducting her workshop “Color Magic” the
following day. The guild is a non-profit
educational association for quilters of all skill
levels. Anyone interested in quilting may
attend. For further information about the
guild or upcoming speakers, please visit our
website, http://amadorvalleyquilters.org.

Computer classes, Livermore Library,
Introduction to the Internet class on Saturday,
March 8th from 10:15 am to 12:15 pm.
Searching the Internet class on Saturday,
March 15th from 10:15 am to 12:15 pm. E-
Mail Basics class on Saturday, March 22nd

from 10:15 am -12:15pm. Classes are hands
on, first come first served, and take place in
Community Meeting Room B. Stop by the
Civic Center Library Adult Information Ser-
vices Desk or call 373-5505 for further
information about the classes.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring
Club, Sat., March 8, 40 miles Shannon
Center to Dougherty Valley, Bollinger Can-
yon Rd. and Las Trampas, meet 9 a.m. Jim
Kohnen, 828-3623. Sun., March 9, 35 miles,
join the VS Race Team for a ride from in front
of the Bankhead Theater through the foothills
of Livermore, meet 9 a.m. Don Williams,
580-9395. Wed., March 12, 30 miles Liver-
more Airport to Del Valle Park, meet 10 a.m.
Jennifer Burton, 455-8228. Anyone plan-
ning to go on a ride is asked to call the leader
for details on where to meet and what to bring.

Livermore-Pleasanton Rod & Gun
Club, board of directors meets at 7 p.m. third
Monday of the month. Members are encour-
aged to attend. For more information, contact
the trap shooting office, 449-8780.

Protecting children from Internet
predators, Child Care Links is sponsoring
a free event on how to protect children who
are using the Internet on Wednesday, March
12, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m., in the Child Care Links
Conference Room, 1020 Serpentine Lane
#104, in Pleasanton. The speaker is Officer
Gary Berg. Berg has worked in law enforce-
ment for more than 10 years. He specialized
in Child Abuse and Sexual Assault cases as
a detective. He has received training from
across the nation, including the National
Center for Missing and Exploited Children
(NCMEC), the FBI, the Internet Crimes
Against Children (ICAC) Task Force, and
numerous police departments. For more
information, call Melissa at (925) 249-3917.
This program is sponsored by the City of
Pleasanton.

Tri-Valley Singles Convention, Fri-
day, March 21, 7:30 pm, at the Radisson
Hotel’s Grand Salon, 6680 Regional St.,
Dublin. Lisa Altalida is the keynote speaker.
Altalida will provide “in your face” advice on
a variety of topics. Altalida is the author of
Dating Boot Camp and also The Pocket
Idiot’s Guide to Getting Girls. The Conven-
tion is sponsored by The Society of Single
Professionals. Adults of all ages are wel-
come. The cost is $20 at the door for the entire
Convention, including Lisa Altalida’s Key-
note at 7:30pm and a Dance Party, 9pm-
Midnight. Anyone wishing information
about this and many more parties for singles
may visit www.thepartyhotline.com or call
415/507-9962.

Disaster Risks & Preparedness Learn
basic safety measures, how to make a disaster
plan, and assemble an emergency supply kit
for yourself, your family, and your pets.
There will be a program at Pleasanton Senior
Center presented by the American Red Cross
that addresses questions and concerns about
disaster risks and preparedess. 5353 Sunol
Blvd., Pleasanton on Tuesday, March 11 at
10am. $1.50 Residents/$2 Non-residents.

Amador Mothers Club, meets Tues-
day, March 11, 7:30 pm, 1020 Serpentine
Lane, Suite 102, Pleasanton. Jerilynn Shaker,
owner of KidsAssured (kidsassured.com)
will talk about childproofing homes and
other safety topics.

Seance, Psychic and author, Irma Slage,
will make contact with the spirits of the
Pleasanton Hotel and tell of the area’s history.
March 12, 7 p.m. Pleasanton Hotel, 855
Main Street, Pleasanton. 925-846-8106. $25
for wine and cheese.

Wildflower Walk, Sat., March 8, John
Muir National Historic Site, 8:30 to 11 a.m.
saunter up Mt. Wanda. Meet at the CalTrans
Park and Ride lot, corner of Alhambra Ave.
and Franklin Canyon Rd., Martinez. Wear
good walking shoes, trail is steep. Bring
water and binoculars. There is no charge for
the walk. Canceled in the event of heavy rain.
Information, 228-8860.

Open Your Heart Through Art, work-
shop uses art and movement to promote self-
awareness and connection of body, mind and
emotion. All exercises modulated to energy
level and needs. No creative experience nec-
essary. March 20, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. ValleyCare




