
The Independent, MARCH 13, 2008 - PAGE 7

Bandidos, Foscalinas, and Scotts
When the United States acquired Alta California as a result

of the Mexican-American War, the terms of the 1848 Treaty of
Guadalupe-Hidalgo granted the Mexicans the right to stay here
as American or Mexican citizens. The United States promised
to honor their land claims.  However, the Mexicans soon learned
that they had to prove those claims to the federal government.
The average time for settling their claims in court was 17 years;
meanwhile, roughly two-fifths of the contested property wound
up in the hands of their lawyers. Squatters perched like vultures
on pieces of the large land grants. Most of the original
Californio rancho families had large numbers of children, and
legal problems involving their properties forced subsequent
generations to leave the ranchos and claim their own land if
they wanted to continue their agricultural heritage.

Some displaced and disgruntled Californios ignored the agrar-
ian life and became robbers and livestock thieves, especially
after the tax on foreign miners became law in 1850. John
Boessenecker, biographer of Alameda County Sheriff Harry
Morse, wrote: “Driven from the [gold] mines, mistreated by
callous Anglos, and denied a means to earn their living, it is
hardly surprising that many Californios and other Hispanics
turned to robbery and theft.” Although the majority of
Californios remained law-abiding, some East Bay bandidos had
familiar—and well-respected—local surnames: among them,
Amador, Peralta, Robles, Sibrian. San Quentin Prison held a
disproportionate number of Hispanic inmates; whether from
criminality or a biased court system is a matter of debate.

Two families who later settled in the town of Livermore met
Mexican bandidos at the old intersection of Vallecitos Road
and the Pleasanton-Sunol Road, now covered by Interstate 680.
In 1866 Italian native George Foscalina had opened a small
trading post in an abandoned school house at the intersection.
He bought, in all innocence, a steer that had been stolen.  When
the owner saw a steer hide marked with his brand draped over
Foscalina’s corral fence, he accused the storekeeper of rustling.
Sheriff Morse caught the real thieves, Juan Robles and Jesus
Cruz, who confessed to the crime and cleared Foscalina of any
involvement. Six months later, Foscalina’s 20-year-old son,
Simon, was bullied by “El Macho” Feliciano, a “quarrelsome
and dangerous fellow,” while he was attending a fandango at
the rancho of Joseph Livermore.   Feliciano kept slashing at
Simon with his knife even when Simon tried to escape on horse-
back.  Simon, forced to defend himself, killed Feliciano with a
six-gun.

By 1870 George Foscalina had moved his family to Liver-
more; the U.S. census showed him as a farmer, age 50. His son,
Simon, married a daughter of Alphonso Ladd, founder of
Laddsville. The 1920 census listed Simon Jr. with his family on
Second Street raising hogs and chickens in a much quieter world.
Their descendants still live in Livermore.

Thomas Scott Sr. bought George Foscalina’s little store at
what became known as Scott’s Corners in the late 1860s. Ac-
cording to Boessenecker’s account, at seven o’clock on the
evening of 10 January 1871, the Scott family and friends had
gathered by a fire in their living quarters at the back of the old
store. Young Tom was playing checkers with his brother. When
a knock came at the door, Scott’s clerk, Otto Ludovisi, answered.
Three men with bandannas covering their lower faces shot the
clerk and entered the building. The other people rushed out the
back door. “Mrs. Scott, clutching her sons in the yard ... begged
the outlaws, ‘For God’s sake, don’t shoot.’”   The three men
turned back inside the store and began looting it. The Scotts
fled to a neighboring ranch for help. When Scott returned with
the rancher and his men, the three bandits had fled with about
$65 and several pair of cashmere pantaloons. Ludovisi was dead.
“Sheriff Morse was under tremendous pressure to bring the killer
to justice,” Boessenecker noted. “The murder at Scott’s store
had caused a public outrage. The senseless violence seemed to
epitomize the racial troubles between Hispanics and Anglos.”

Thomas Scott Sr. was a promising local politician, having
served one term in the state assembly from 1863 to 1865 and
one term as a member of the Alameda County Board of Supervi-
sors from 1869 to 1871. In November 1872 a young woman
with whom he was having an affair killed herself. Scott fled the
publicity and returned for a while to his native Tennessee. Eliza-
beth Scott and her two sons, Tom Jr. and Winfield, had moved to
Livermore by the 1880 census. In 1881 Tom married Isabelle
Baker. He attended law school and was admitted to the bar in
1889; his law office was located on K Street near First in
“Fletcher’s Block.” The Scott home was built at the southwest
corner of Seventh and J Streets in the spring of 1894, and a
second story was added in 1897. In that same year, Isabelle
became a full-fledged lawyer in her own right. She insisted that
she would for the most part assist her husband with his cases. “I
am not a new woman, therefore I think it scarcely probable that
I will make many appearances in the courts.” The 1900 census
listed Tom and Isabelle with their two children, Thomas B. and
Eunice, Isabelle’s mother and Tom’s mother. The family had
moved to Bakersfield by 1905. The Scott house will be one
stop on the Livermore Legacy Tour on May 18—don’t miss
your chance to see the interior of this lovely old home. Tickets
are available at the Carnegie Building or on line. (Readers can
reach me at am50homan@yahoo.com.)

The Livermore Wine Coun-
try Festival will be held on May
3 and 4.  The festival hours are
Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Volunteers are needed  to man
the wine tasting booth and in-
formational/Livermore mer-
chandise booths.

The volunteer training meet-
ing will be held Thursday, April

Jody Hornor will present a
lecture on “19th Century Cali-
fornia Gold Rush Era” at 7 p.m.,
Thursday, March 20 at the Mu-
seum On Main, 603 Main Street,
Pleasanton.

This is part of the Ed Kinney
Lecture Series.  Reservations are
requested.  Admission is $5 for
museum members and $10 for
non-members.  Call 925-462-
2766. Memberships will be
available for purchase that night.
Lectures sponsors are Jan and
John Batcheller.

Step back in time to the 19th
century through the images from
Hornor’s award-winning Golden
History Books (The Golden Cor-
ridor, The Golden Quest, The
Golden Highway 49).  When the
presentation is completed,
Hornor will talk about the tech-
nical and research aspects of pro-
ducing these kinds of works.
Hornor’s books will be available
for purchase.

Reservations are requested.
Admission is $5 for museum
members and $10 for non-mem-
bers.  Call (925) 462-2766. Mem-
berships will be available for pur-
chase that night.

24 at 6:00 p.m. at The Barn, 3131
Pacific Avenue.  The Livermore
Downtown Inc. insurance carrier
and the City of Livermore require
this training and all volunteers
are asked to attend, regardless of
whether you have attended a
training session in years past.

Interested individuals, please
call Katie Marcel at  373-1795.

Gold Rush Talk at Museum

Festival Volunteers Sought

Animal Games
Games the Animals Play is the theme

of a program to be presented by the
Livermore Area Recreation and Park
District ranger staff on Sun., March 16.

Meet Ranger Dawn Soles at 10 a.m.
at Veterans Park.

Can you find food with just your
ears? Are you fast enough to get your
food before a predator gets you? Let’s
find out. During this program at Vet-
erans Park participants will play some
games that illustrate how tough it is for
the critters of our park to make a living.
This program is ideal for families with
children. Please call (925) 960-2400
for reservations.

There is a $3 per vehicle parking
fee. A $2 donation is requested to help
support the programs. Participants may
call (925) 960-2400 for more infor-
mation.

ABWA News
The local American Business

Women’s Association Express to Suc-
cess (ABWA E2S) chapter holds
monthly meetings that focus on net-
working and professional develop-
ment for women in business. In addi-
tion, each quarter Express to Success
selects a Business of the Quarter to
recognize a member for her efforts to
support her chapter and her commu-
nity.

The current Business of the Quarter
is Wendy Tannenbaum, a Loan Spe-
cialist with Diversified Capital Fund-
ing, one of California’s largest mort-
gage brokers. She helped increase the
number of area students who received
dictionaries donated by Bay East mem-
bers as part of the Dictionary Project,
an outreach program dedicated to im-
proving the reading and comprehen-
sion of children. Tannenbaum also
volunteers her time with Adopt an
Angel. She recently won one of the
highest honors in her profession when
she was selected as the 2007 Affiliate
of the Year.

The local ABWA E2S chapter meets
on the third Tuesday of each month
from 6:00 to 8:30 pm at the Four Points
by Sheraton Hotel at 5115 Hopyard
Road in Pleasanton. The next meeting
will be held on March 18. The speaker
will be Marilyn Ellis, a professional
organizer who owns Lighthouse Or-
ganizers LLC, who will offer guidance
on time management and finding bal-
ance in the 21st century. Nonmembers
are welcome to attend at a cost of $5 per
meeting. For more information, email
info@expresstosuccess.org or go to
www.expresstosuccess.org.

Customer Service
The Chabot-Las Positas District

Training and Development Solutions
department is offering a Customer Ser-
vice Academy began on March 13, in
the District multipurpose room. These
classes will provide training in cus-
tomer service areas that are critical to
your businesses success.

Classes will take place on seven
consecutive Thursday mornings from
8:30 a.m. until 12 noon. Participants
can take the entire series of classes or
choose the one that is most relevant to
the existing needs.

The remaining sessions are: Build-
ing Customer Relations - Thursday,
March 20; Team Building - Thursday,
March 27; Creating Positive Attitudes
in the Workplace - Thursday, April 3;
Stress and Time Management - Thurs-
day, April 10; Responding to Conflict
- Thursday, April 17; Decision-Mak-
ing and Problem-Solving - Thursday,
April 24.

The trainers for this series are highly
qualified, certified Customer Service
Academy trainers. The cost for single
sessions is $75 each. Chamber of Com-
merce members receive special pric-
ing of $55/single session.

The location of these classes is
5020 Franklin Drive, Pleasanton. To
register for these classes, please contact
Chris Paczocha, at (925) 485-5202.
Your space will be reserved upon re-
ceipt of the class fee.

For further information about these
classes, or to discuss customized train-
ing delivered to your place of business,
please contact MariAnn Fisher, Mar-
keting and Sales Manager, Chabot-Las
Positas Community College District,
(925) 485-5239 or (925) 640-9968,
or by e-mail at mfisher@clpccd.org

Easter Candy
Livermore Downtown Inc. is rais-

ing funds by selling See’s Candies for
Easter. The candy will be available
March 15 to 22 at 2060 Second Street
in Livermore’

Hours are weekdays 9 to 6; Satur-
day 10 to 6, and Sunday 10 to 5. Candy
is available while supplies last. No gift
certificates or cards can be accepted in
payment.

Teens Behind the Wheel
Teens and their parents are invited

to attend a free program about learning
how to drive. The Livermore Public
Library, in cooperation with the Liv-
ermore Police Department hosts this
special event on Thurs., March 20
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the Library’s
Community Rooms.

Teens and their parents will receive
the latest information about new traffic
laws, learn driving tips, and discover
the benefits of new safety “tools” for
teens. Livermore Police Officer Traci
Rebiejo, Donn Neher from Guardian
Driving School, and Ken Ucci from
the defensive driving program “Get
Real Behind the Wheel” will answer
question.

For more information please visit
TEEN SPACE at
www.livermore.lib.ca.us or call the
Livermore Public Library at 925-373-
5504.

Teacher Stipends
The California Retired Teachers

Association Tri-Valley Branch has
given ten $100 stipends to the teachers
in Pleasanton, Dublin, and Livermore.

The ten recipients of these awards
from 174 applicants who applied are:
Pleasanton, Sue Mello-Horizon, Teen
Moms; Carol Norem – Fairlands; Janet
Sears – Mohr; Betty Russell – Fairlands;
Dublin, Michelle Stanchina – Fallon;
Susan Cofer – Wells Middle School;
Livermore, Christie Rudnicki –
Altamont Creek; Michelle Nunes –
Portola; Lisa Jost – Granada High
School; Sue Carling – Marylin Avenue
School.

The stipends will be used for tech-
nology, science, math, books, language
arts, social studies, and art supplies. Tri-
Valley CRTA would like to thank
Marianne Hawkins, Cheree
Heathershaw, Ann Britton, Carole
Woodson, and Cathe Norman for their
time and energy in selecting the ten
recipients of the 2008 Teacher Sti-
pends.

Range Camp
The Alameda County Resource

Conservation District is encouraging
young people to attend the June 15-20,
2008 California Range and Natural
Resources Camp in Half Moon Bay.
Students enrolled in natural sciences or
agriculture classes may be interested in
this opportunity to learn from range
scientists about wildlife management,
forestry, environmental careers, ripar-
ian watersheds, and other topics. Range
Camp provides a unique educational
experience with classroom and out-
door activities. Students not enrolled in
natural science or agriculture classes
are also invited.

This camp is sponsored by resource
conservation districts, University of
California Cooperative Extension, the
USDA Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, and others. It is designed
to introduce 15-18 year olds to
California’s natural resources and to
encourage leadership and good stew-
ardship. The camp fee is $350.00. This
includes meals, lodging, recreation,
emergency medical insurance at camp
and transportation costs while at camp.
The Alameda County Resource Con-
servation District offers to reimburse
the camp registration fee to the first
three county students who attend and
request it. Contact Peggy Kiefer at 925-
371-0154, ext. 122 for reimbursement
process.

Ecology and practical land man-
agement skills are emphasized, espe-
cially plant identification, livestock
management, wildlife, forestry, fire,
soils, water resources, rangeland analy-
sis and improvement. Sessions by spe-
cialists are given every morning and
afternoon, and include both indoor
lectures and outdoor activities. Camp-
ers are tested at the end of the week to
determine their understanding of the
materials presented. A trip to SRM’s
High School Youth Forum, in Albu-
querque, NM and belt buckles will be
award to the top 3 eligible campers.
Certificates and shirts will be awarded
to all participants. Students must be a
high school student in Feb. 2009.

Easter Exhibit
A special exhibit of vintage Easter

toys, eggs and cards is on display at the
Carnegie Museum. The items are from
the personal collections of Tilli Calhoun
and Anna Siig.

Both Tilli and Anna are local histo-
rians, authors and artists. The display
will be up through Sunday, April 6.
Also, the Art Gallery features a number
of handmade cards as well as paintings,
textiles and jewelry for purchase.

The Carnegie Museum is located on
3rd and K Streets in Livermore. Hours
are Wed. thru Sunday, 11:30 am – 4
pm. For more information call (925)
449-9927.

Historic Garage Open
The 1915 Duarte Garage located on

the old “Lincoln Highway” will be
open on Sunday, March 16, from 10
am – 2 pm.

The Duarte Garage is located on the
corner of Portola and L Streets in
Livermore. The public is invited to visit
the garage and view memorabilia of a
bygone era: collection of California
license plates, old photos, 1920’s of-
fice equipment (phone, adding ma-
chine, wooden file cabinet) and shop
area that includes a grease pit, “Flying
A display and 3 vintage fire trucks
(Ford Model “T”, 1920 Seagrave, 1944
Mack). In addition, books about vin-
tage cars are available for purchase.

The Livermore Heritage Guild
sponsors the Duarte Garage. No charge
for admission, donations are always
appreciated. For more information call
(925) 443-9740.

History Talk
Livermore Heritage Guild will host

Gary Drummond, Livermore City His-
torian, as the guest speaker for the
History Lecture on Wednesday, March
19.

Drummond’s talk will feature an
overview of the pre-prohibition wine-
makers and growers. The talk will
concentrate on the 40-year period from
1880 to 1920. From the very begin-
ning the valley winemakers stressed
quality over quantity.

Drummond has been a long-time
student of the beginnings of the local
wine industry. He has conducted a
great deal of research on the subject.

The History Lecture will be at the
Civic Center Library, 1188 S. Liver-
more Ave., Livermore. Doors open at
7 pm, talk will start at 7:30 pm. Come
early for refreshments and conversa-
tion. A $2 donation is suggested. For
more information call 4433-9740.

‘The Middle Place’ Author
Author of “The Middle Place,”

Kelly Corrigan will speak at the Pleas-
anton Library on Thurs., March 20.
The program begins at 2 p.m.

Newspaper columnist Corrigan was
a happily married mother of two young
daughters when she discovered a can-
cerous lump in her breast. She was still
undergoing treatment when she learned
that her father, who had already sur-
vived prostate cancer, now had bladder
cancer. Corrigan’s story could have
been unbearably depressing had she
not made it clear from the start that she
came from sturdy stock. As Corrigan
reports on her cancer treatment she
weaves in the story of how it felt
growing up in a big, suburban Phila-
delphia family with her larger-than-
life father and her steady-loving mother
and brothers. She tells how she met her
husband, how she gave birth to her
daughters. All these stories lead up to
where she is now, in that “middle
place,” being someone’s child, but also
having children of her own.

Library programs are free and open
to all. No registration required. For
more information, call Penny Johnson,
931-3405.

Name the Space
Now through March 31, 2008, the

Livermore Public Library is accepting
entry forms for a contest to name the
TEEN SPACE page of the website.
Teens, ages 13-19, may participate in
the competition. Entry forms may be
printed from TEEN SPACE on the
library’s website;
www.livermore.lib.ca.us. Visit TEEN
SPACE then click on “Events” and
“Name that Space Contest.” Only one
entry form per teen will be accepted.
The winner will receive a gift certificate
from Fantasy Books and Games store in
Livermore.

Entry forms should be returned to
the special orange boxes in the teen area
at the Civic Center, Springtown, and
Rincon Branch libraries. For more in-
formation, please visit TEEN SPACE at
www.livermore.lib.ca.us or call the li-
brary at 925-373-5504.

Girl Scout Thinking Day
Girl Scouts of Cresta Blanca &

Livermore will hold the Thinking Day
event on Sat., March 15 from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

Girls ages 5-17 are invited to join
Girl Scouts and attend their first Think-
ing Day Event. This will be a fun day
of foods and fun from countries around
the globe.

There is a $10 registration fee to
join the Girl Scouts. Girls will be reg-
istered as individual Girl Scouts giving
them the ability to attend the many
events and Camps offered for Girl
Scouts in Livermore and around the
Bay Area. Girls must be accompanied

by an adult. Adults may attend free of
charge.

Thinking Day will be held at the
Robert Livermore Community Center,
4444 East Avenue.

For more information, call 243-
1046. Proceeds from the event go to the
Livermore Girl Scout Troops and Girl
Scouts of USA. For information, go to
www.GirlScoutsBayArea.org.

The event is held during Girl Scout
Week, which is celebrated March 9 to
16.

On March 12, 1912, Girl Scouts of
the USA, was founded in Savannah,
Georgia by Juliette Gordon Low.
Throughout its history, Girl Scouting
has helped build millions of girls cour-
age, confidence and character through
leadership development, taking action,
and connecting with their communi-
ties.

The City Council of the City of
Livermore proclaimed March 9
through 16, 2008 as ‘Girl Scout Week’
and recognizes the contributions of the
Girl Scouts to the Livermore commu-
nity.

Livermore is home to over 900
active Girl Scouts from age 5 to 18.
Livermore Girl Scouts provide more
than 10,000 hours of service to our
Livermore community each year.

Irish Dance
Students from the Moore School of

Irish Dance in Walnut Creek once again
perform at the Pleasanton Public Li-
brary on Saturday, March 22 begin-
ning at 2:00 pm.

Perennial favorites who have come
to the library for several years in a row,
they will demonstrate a range of tradi-
tional and competitive solo and group
Irish dances as part of the library’s
ongoing Dance & Sing Around the
World series.

Dance & Sing Around the World
celebrates the music and dance of the
many cultures that make up the Pleas-
anton community. These free programs
are open to all ages. No registration is
required.

For information on these and other
family events, visit the library website
at www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/library/
programs-and-events.html or call the
Children’s Desk at (925) 931-3400
ext. 8.

Livermore DECA
Livermore DECA announced the

winners from last weekend’s DECA
State Career Development Conference
in Irvine. Fifteen winners from Liver-
more High School DECA have been
invited to move on to the DECA Inter-
national Career Development Confer-
ence in Atlanta, GA this April 25-30
(www.deca.org).

Taking home first place in Techni-
cal Sales on a Bluetooth device was
Angel Russell as well as Ian Overaas in
his Restaurant and Food Service Man-
agement competition. With a second
place in win Sports and Entertainment
Team Decision Making was Cathy Garcia
and Patrick Connolly, and Mark Larik
for his 11- page Entrepreneurship pa-
per opening a Jamba Juice Franchise.
Gillian Floren also took home the third
place trophy in her Fashion Merchan-
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