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Olympic Trials
Brandon Fischer, a senior at Granada

High School, made his Olympic Trials cut in
the 200-meter breaststroke at the 2008 Speedo
Gold Swim Sectionals in Mission Viejo on
March 5th-9th.

Fischer, who has been a National swim-
mer for the past three years, swam his best
times in all six events. For him, last week's
finish was a dream come true. "Ever since I
started swimming at age 11 1/2 years old, I
knew I wanted to become an Olympic swim-
mer. I just kept working hard, always going
to practices, and making swimming a priority
in my life. I also love the sport and being in
the water - my hard work is paying off
finally," Fischer said.

Fischer medaled in four events, receiving
1st, 3rd, 5th, and 6th place awards for his
efforts. At Sectionals, Fischer swam the 200-
meter breaststroke in a 2:19.46 in trials, and
came in 1st place in the finals with a 2:20.04.
The Olympic Trials cut for the 200-meter
breaststroke is a 2:20.79. He swam the 100-
meter free in a 55.34, the 200-meter free in a
1.59.93, the 200-meter IM in a 2:10.74, and
the 400 IM in a 4:37.63. Fischer just missed
the cut for the 100-meter breaststroke. He
clocked in at 1:05.13, four tenths of a second
short of the 1:04.69 Olympic cut-off.

Fischer plans to compete in his second
Olympic Trials cut this spring at the Interna-
tional Senior swim meet in Santa Clara. "I'm
excited to have some solid swims before
going off to college in the fall. I'll be attending
the University of Wyoming on a swimming
scholarship, majoring in Art, and am honored
to have the opportunity to work with Olym-
pic coach Tom Johnson," he says.

The Granada High School swim season
is underway. Fischer is co-captain of the
team. "I'm looking forward to working with
Coach Wolfe again this year and Coach
Avilla, who is with us for the first season. I've
had many coaches inspire and believe in me
through my last seven years of swimming.
My first coach, Dianne Masluk, saw me swim
and said I could probably ribbon at my first
meet in the backstroke and breaststroke, and
she was right. My present coach, Steve
Morsilli, has helped me the last four years
with my technique and strength in the water.
I dedicate my swimming now to another one
of my coaches, the late Stuart Smith. He
inspired me, believed in me, and taught me
about the mental game of swimming."

Force in Finals
Livermore Elite Force Under 16 advance

to the finals in High Comp Youth Soccer
Association Cup play. In the sweet sixteen
round, the Force won on penalty kicks. In an
exciting and well matched game, the Force
got the win over the Elk Grove Wolfpack,
playing to a scoreless tie through two overtimes
and finally prevailing in penalty kicks. Keeper
Kyle Kline was awesome in the net, while his
team sank 4 of 5 penalty kicks to come out
on top.

In the round of 8, Livermore Force
defeated Yuba Sutter Azzurri Panthers 1 to 0.
Challenged by high winds and an aggressive
opponent, the Force played well but were
scoreless until late in the second half of the
game. In a scramble of players, Silvano Lopez
picked out the ball and tapped it into the net,
giving Livermore the only goal they'd need
to win. Keeper Peter Morrow fronted by the
Force's solid defensive wall, kept the Pan-
thers from scoring.

The Livermore Elite Force is a High
Comp Under 16 youth soccer team made up
of boys who all live and attend school in
Livermore. For the most part, these young
men have all grown up playing together in the
Livermore Youth Soccer League (LYSL), for
the past several years in the High Comp
division, Livermore Elite Soccer. This year
led by Head Coach Paul Kline and Assistant
Coaches Bill Silver and Mike Lutz, the Elite
Force captured an Al Caffodio League Cham-
pionship in high comp league play. They
were Tournament Champions at the Benicia
Old Capitol Classic and received second
place awards for the Pacifica Coast Cup and
Rocklin Quarry Classic tournaments. In the
initial rounds of CYSA Association Cup the
Force has won all of their games and not
allowed a single goal against them during
regular game play. As they play on in the final
round, they are ranked among the top four
teams in Northern California. This is a team
of young men that Livermore can be proud to
support. They are, Zach Addington, Brandon
Bauer, Chad Berghoff, Peter Cabeceiras,
Nick Crusco, Jeff Felker, Alex Gaspar, Alex
Gonzalez, Kyle Kline, Silvano Lopez, Cody
Lutz, Peter Morrow, Jared Silver, Eric Smyth,
Scott Trummer and Joseph Van Fossen.

Livermore Mystics
The Livermore Mystics basketball club

got off to a great start this past weekend
playing in the Paye’s Place March Madness
tournament. Three teams for the Mystics
competed in the tournament.

The Mystics High school team won three
games on route to winning the champion-
ship. They had to work hard for it with the
home club Paye’s Place Allstar’s jumping
out to an eleven point half-time lead. The
Livermore team regrouped and went on a
scoring bonanza beating the Allstar team by
11 when the final horn sounded. It was a team
effort with all the Mystics contributing to the
victory.

The 8th grade team playing in their first
ever AAU tournament battled some very
tough teams from Stockton, Watsonville and
Paye’s Place. The 8th grade team had every
team member score during the tournament.
The nervousness settled on the second day of
the tournament and the competitive nature of
the ladies was evident.

The 7th grade team, also playing in its
first ever tournament, came away with some
great experiences. The ladies came out from
the first jump ball fired up and ready to play.

Pleasanton Seahawks
Twenty-seven Pleasanton Seahawks age

group swimmers participated in the Alameda
Island Aquatics swim meet of 2008 at Mills
College.

Six swimmers reached 100% best per-
sonal results in the two day race. They are:
Conor Ryan (12) who competed in three
events and dropped his 100 breast by eight
seconds. Ryan Vicencio (11) swam five
events and obtained personal best in all,
reduce his time about 4% on average. Alex
Wang (12) competed in three events and
dropped time significantly and reached new
time standard in all. Laura Taylor (13)
improved all her three events by more than
10%. Kevin Vicencio (15) swam six events
and improved his time in all. Alok Virkar (15)
competed in three events and improved on
average about 7%.

Twelve top-notch Seahawk swimmers
made it to the California-Nevada Sectional
meet. They are: Josh Meints, Brandon Fischer,
Karen Wang, Neda Nguyen, Kayleigh Foley,
Andrew Seitz, Bobby Barrett, Katrina Ander-
son, Tory Houston, Lisa Narum, Catherine
Breed, and Chris Guido.

Livermore Aqua Cowboys
Five swimmers from the Livermore Aqua

Cowboys participated in the Pacific Swim-
ming Junior Olympics March 14-16.

The Aqua Cowboys improved their times
in thirteen of fifteen races. Kylie Clark
dropped seven seconds in the 200 breast-
stroke to earn a new PRT (Pacific Recogni-
tion Time). Clark went on to earn a new Far
Western qualifying time in the 50 breast-
stroke. Evan Carlo dropped three seconds in
the 200 backstroke to earn a new Far Western
qualifying time. Carlo braved the rain and
hail on Saturday evening to take 6th place in
the 200 backstroke finals. In the 100 back-
stroke, Evan earned a new Far Western and
won 9th place in the finals. Alex Gonzalez
dropped five seconds and won his heat in the
100 backstroke to achieve a new Far Western
qualifying time. Nina Hayes achieved four
new best times and was the heat winner in 3
of her races. Moriah Simonds dropped 1.3
seconds in the 100 breaststroke.

The Aqua Cowboys will be sending four
swimmers to the Far Western Champion-
ships on April 3 - 6: Alex Gonzalez 100
backstroke; Kylie Clark 50 breaststroke, 200
breaststroke; Nina Hayes 50 butterfly; Evan
Carlo 100 backstroke, 200 backstroke.

 Junior Olympic Results: Boys: 9-10:
Alex Gonzalez — 100 backstroke, 13th,
1:17.97, FRW, 50 backstroke, 11th, 37.52;
15-16: Evan Carlo — 200 backstroke (trials),
7th, 2:08.41, FRW, 200 backstroke (finals),
6th, 2:07.75, FRW, 100 backstroke (trials),
11th, 1:00.07, 100 backstroke (finals), 9th,
59.37, FRW. Girls: 9-10: Moriah Simonds
— 100 breaststroke, 1:32.02; 11-12: Kylie
Clark — 100 breaststroke, 1:18.23, 50 breast-
stroke, 15th, 35.88, FRW, 200 breaststroke,
11th, 2:41.07, PRT; Nina Hayes - 50 freestyle,
19th, 27.33, 100 backstroke, 1:12.18, 50
butterfly, 17th, 30.17, FRW, 100 freestyle,
59.72, 50 backstroke, 32.75, 100 butterfly,
1:09.33.

NorCal Championships
St. Michael's/St. Charles (SM/SC} 5th

Grade Girls American League Team advanced
to the NorCal CYO basketball finals on
Saturday with a convincing 31-12 win over
a solid St. Domenico’s squad. True to form,
they fell behind early, but rallied on solid
defense and a torrid fast break. Grace Naylor
put down 12 points, many of them off steals
and putbacks off offensive rebounds, to go
with great defense. Shannon Rosemark was
a force underneath at both ends, and scored 7
points, many off assists from Rachel
Hernandez, who had one of her best complete
games of the season on offense, defense, and
in transition.

On Sunday, SM/SC faced St. Anthony’s
in a final that turned out to be one of the most
entertaining games of the season. This time,
they got out to an early advantage, leading 10-
5 at the half. St. Anthony’s came out firing
in the second half, and soon tied the game.
After that it was a seesaw game that hinged
on terrific defense by both squads. Rachel
Braun played her most aggressive game both
defensively and driving the lane, getting to
the line often and helping get St. Anthony’s
in foul trouble in the process. Samantha Trask
ran the offense and ran the floor, finishing the
game at point without a turnover, and Anna
Neitzel played stiff defense underneath against
the best center the girls have seen all season.
At the end of a nail-biter that could have gone
either way until the very end, St. Anthony’s
got one more shot to fall with 5 seconds
remaining, taking a 19-17 lead, and SM/SC’s
last-second prayer was just wide of the mark.

California Gymnastics
California Gymnastics Academy com-

peted in the Golden State Classic Meet hosted
by Technique Gymnastics in Rancho

Cordova, March 15-17.
RESULTS (by event):
LEVEL 7: Age Group: Older VAULT -

Megan Ouyang, 2nd place (9.5); Erin Gray,
3rd place (9.475); Briana Gray, 8th place
(8.875); Emma Rigl (8.55) BARS - Ouyang,
T1st place (9.425); Rigl, 5th place (9.375);
E. Gray, 8th place (9.175); B. Gray (8.425)
BEAM - E. Gray, 2nd place (9.4); Rigl, 6th
place (9.275); Ouyang (8.55); B. Gray (7.7)
FLOOR - E. Gray, 5th place (9.25); Rigl,
10th place (9.125); Ouyang (8.925); B. Gray
(8.6) ALL AROUND - E. Gray, 3rd place
(37.3); Ouyang, 6th place (36.4); Rigl, 7th
place (36.325); B. Gray (33.6).

LEVEL 8: Age Group: Middle VAULT
- Jordan Garza, 9th place (8.6) BARS - Garza,
T2nd place (9.375) BEAM - Garza, T3rd
place (9.25) FLOOR - Garza, 4th place
(9.125) ALL AROUND - Garza, 2nd place
(36.35).

Diablo Gymnastic
Diablo Gymnastic team members com-

peted in the Golden State Classic hosted by
Technique Gymnastics in Rancho Cordova.
Among the competitors was Vinnesa Narvaez
of Livermore. She competed in Level 8,
finishing in 6th place. Results: vault 9.2 (2),
bars 9.125 (7), beam 9.375 (5), floor 9.0 (11),
and all around 36.7.

GHS Lacrosse
Granada High School varsity lacrosse

team came away with two wins last week.
They defeated San Raphael 10 to 9.

Scoring were Granada: Buenrorostro 1, Mora
4, Cordes 1, Strauch 3, Farner 1; San Rafael:
Loretz 1, Smiley 5, Watson 1, O’Hehir 1,
Johnson 1; Assists Granada: Nuno 1, Strauch
1, Cordes 2; San Rafael: Smiley 1; Saves/
Goalies: G Hopkins 6, SR Levy 10.

It was Granada 6, Dublin 4. Scoring were
Granada: Hanna 1, Farner 1, Cordes 1,
McDaimird 1, Ferriera 1, McCallister 1;
Dublin: Hayes 3, Perry 1; Assists Granada:
Strauch 2, Clark 1, Cordes 1; Dublin: Weir
1, Krumbach 1; Saves/Goalies: G Hopkins 7,
D Czapala 13.

The Granada JV edged San Ramon 4 to
3. Scoring were Granada: Baker, Y. 3, Guan
1; San Raphael: Juan 1, Balbin 1, Taylor 1;
Assists Granada: Neely 1, Alonzo 1; San
Raphael: none; Saves/Goalies: G Clark 7, SR
Kuchurian.

Youth Lacrosse
 The Pleasanton Lacrosse Junior B

Storm team recorded two victories over the
weekend. The first one was a 6 to 3 victory
over Palo Alto Tomahawks B team. Excel-
lent passing and catching was demonstrated
by Jackie Gilbert, Emily Barrett and Rachel
Kunzer. The second game against the San
Jose Extreme B was a 5 to 2 win. Excellent
goal tending by Jennifer Gubner, superb
defense with Sabrina Ehlert and awesome
catching for Hannah McGillivray contributed
to the win.

The Livermore Phantom Junior B
team fell short over the weekend losing to the
Diablo Scorpion Stingers 5-4. Early in the
game, Joshua Allen started things off by
scoring the first goal. It wasn’t until the 4th
quarter when things really heated up for the
Phantom with Neal Steward, Collin Rigby
and Joshua Allen each scoring one goal.
Defenders, Hunter Olson, Erik Wurster and
Michael Fischer played outstanding, so did
Goalie, Taylor Class, who had 13 saves.
Middies, Max Byrne, Cameron Locke, Josh
Snyder and Chad Smylie played an impec-
cable game.

Pleasanton 7A Tornados began the
season with an impressive 10-4 win over

Valley Western Wear:
Baughman’s and Christesen’s

Charles S. Victor was the local manager and partner in Victor and
Harris, a Livermore clothing firm he opened with his brother-in-law,
Isaac Harris, on October 10, 1881. Their first sale that day was a pair
of shoes to Miss Ida Madison. Charles Victor’s son, Morris Victor,
joined the firm in 1915. Like store owners in many rural communi-
ties, Victor and Harris accepted trade goods—for example fire-
wood—as well as cash for their wares. Charles Victor served as a
Livermore trustee from 1899 to 1904. John M. “Jack” Baughman
began clerking for the business in 1915. By 1922 he had become
half-owner, and the firm’s name was changed to Victor and Baughman.
If you enter Proctor’s on First Street and look above the doorway,
you will see the old stained glass sign for “Victor & Baughman.” In
the opinion of the Herald, “With the advent of Mr. Baughman as a
member of the firm to work with M. Victor the store is now in the
hands of two young men who thoroughly understand the needs of
the community in the clothing line and will keep the high standard
which the store has maintained for the past 40 years.” At this time
Baughman also bought the house originally built by Nathaniel
Holmes at 325 South L Street, where the Baughman family had been
living for a number of years. On September 6, 1932, because of the
serious illness of Morris Victor, the Victor family sold their company
shares to Baughman.

Under Baughman’s leadership, the store inventory turned toward
western style clothing and boots, and he added an order catalog.
The business was operated from various locations on the north side
of First Street until 1976 when it was moved to its current location.
For more than 40 years the store has advertised its western specialty
with the life-size brown painted horse on the sidewalk outside its
front door. Perhaps Hazel Peterson Baughman, a native of Liver-
more, influenced her husband’s change in the store inventory be-
cause of her love for horses. In the 1950s, she rode and showed her
beautiful five-gaited American saddle-bred horses at local horse
events. She died in a traffic accident in San Luis Obispo in 1963;
Baughman died 10 years later. Anna Siig, who bought Baughman’s
house, remembered stories of his generosity in extending credit to
cowhands and rodeo participants through the years. Several owners
succeeded Baughman until Stan Janes bought the store in the late
’70s. Janes retired in 1983, and Baughman’s Western Outfitters is
currently run by his son Rory. Besides western wear, including rack
after rack of boots, the store also stocks harnesses.

Two years after Peter Christesen’s death in 1972 at age 70, Stan
Janes bought what is now Christesen’s Western and English Sad-
dlery in Pleasanton. Christesen came to Pleasanton in 1924 from
Denmark and worked briefly at the Hansen and Orloff Dairy before
going into retail merchandising. In 1929, with partner and fellow
Dane, Andrew Greve, he expanded into a new terra cotta brick store
built expressly for their business at 633 Main Street, where they sold
shoes such as Buster Brown and Keds, Arrow shirts, Paramount pants,
Holeproof hosiery and various work clothes. They advertised Levi
Strauss’s “Two Horse Jeans” at $1.75. At times Christesen did car-
penter work and also served as Pleasanton’s first building inspector
for 21 years. Soon after 1930, he married Daphne Peters, a Pleasan-
ton native and descendant of Agostin Bernal. He cast the adobe
bricks himself for their home on Happy Valley Road.

At first the clothing store was between a furniture store at 629
Main and the Lincoln Theater. Later, Christesen bought the furni-
ture store and expanded his business into both buildings. Perhaps
by this time he had bought out Greve since the business was now
called Christesen’s Men’s and Boys’ Wear. He filled in the carriage-
way between the two shops to create the Tack Room, “a wonderful
storehouse of saddles and soaps and leather smells.” The column
“Round the Town” in the Pleasanton Times described Christesen:
“He knew his horseflesh. But he was more interested in how to keep
them healthy, or the riders properly attired, than he was in win, place
or show.”  The columnist quoted a close friend—“Pete is the only
smart horseman I ever knew. He put his money on the rider.”  Donna
Bettencourt, who currently works at the store, pointed out to me that
the place where the jeans are displayed used to be the spot for the
saddlery. She remembered that a truck left the store every day for the
race track with supplies during fair time. The store’s exterior sign
display still includes “Turf Supplies” and “Saddlery.” Bettencourt
recalled that banks used to close at 3:30, and Christesen would help
out local ranch workers and horsemen who got off from work later in
the day by cashing their paychecks without any charge for the ser-
vice. The “Round the Town” columnist noted, “He was always the
‘first touch’ for the high school paper’s ad, or tickets to the soccer
game.” Owner Rory Janes continues to sell western wear and tack at
his stores in Pleasanton and Livermore.

Readers can reach me at am50homan@yahoo.com.

Donlon Elementary School is
sporting a new look, thanks to a
$1.1 million renovation of the
sports fields funded through an
equal partnership between the
Pleasanton Unified School Dis-
trict (PUSD) and the City of
Pleasanton. The 9-acre site will
accommodate sports activities
(including three soccer fields).
The fields will be used by PUSD
students and many community
youth sports groups.

In the renovation process,
5,500 tons of sand, 2,500 cubic
yards of organic matter, fertiliz-
ers, and other amendments were
brought in to prepare the exist-
ing heavy clay soil for the new
turf.  The entire site was laser
graded to a uniform slope of 1%.

A completely new irrigation
system, booster pumps, and a

state-of- the-art irrigation control
system were installed. The exist-
ing storm drain system was modi-
fied and upgraded to provide
drainage for the newly contoured
field.  Finally, the entire field was
hydro-mulched, a technique that
helps to establish grass more uni-
formly and protects against seed
movement.

Work on the Donlon fields
began in July 2006. A cold win-
ter in 2006-2007 delayed the
germination of the hydro-
mulched seed and extended the
growing process throughout
2007.  The project was brought
to completion in March 2008.
The contractor for the project was
Jensen Corporation, Landscape
Contractors from San Jose, Cali-
fornia. The landscape architect
for the project was RRM Design
Group of Oakdale, California.

Donlon Fields Ready for Play




